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4 Dear Readers 


n 1975 I began playing the mountain dulcimer; the ham- 
mered dulcimer came along four years later. It’s hard to 
remember those early days of excitement and frustration 
(sometimes see-sawing back and forth every few hours) 
as I “discovered” the instruments, although the discovery con- 
tinues in different ways. This spring and summer, however, I 
was once again in the shoes of some of you who are new to the 
dulcimer. I planted a vegetable garden. 

Last year the garden was already planted when I bought the 
house, and weeds took over as I toured around the country 
most of the summer. This year it was to be my effort, and I 
wanted the garden to be perfect. Then fear struck. I consulted 
books and asked questions. Each book and each person had a 
different opinion or slant on an opinion. When I read about 
optimum yield of tomatoes using this or that staking method, I 
finally realized I just had to jump in and try something. Getting 
a few, garden-fresh tomatoes would be enough. 

At the DPN office we get letters and phone calls from peo- 
ple saying, “Help! I’m getting a dulcimer and one person says 
this while another says that. What should I do?” There is a par- 
allel between playing dulcimers and growing tomatoes. 

What was the perfect kind of tomato to grow? Most of the 
descriptions at the garden center sounded great — succulent, 
easy-slicing, disease-resistant, etc. I bought a pack of seedlings. 
Celebrity, then Early Girl, then Better Boy... Some were in 
packs of four; others in threes. All of a sudden I had twenty- 
one tomato plants. Does this remind you of the dulcimer 
instruction books, tapes, and videos you may have purchased? 

“Do you have any idea of what you’re going to get?” a 
friend asked as she watched me carefully pace off the distance 
(exactly as it said on the tags) between the plants. “I just want a 
few tomato sandwiches in August,” I answered. “To feed the 
entire county?” she mused as she shook her head. Friends 
came over to show their friends my tomato plants. Most shook 
their heads and said, “Do you have any idea of what you’re 
going to get?” “A few tomato sandwiches in August, ” I 
answered, resolutely. 

One day a monk at the monastery next door told me they, 
too, had put in some tomato plants. “How many?” I asked. 
“Eight,” he answered. For the entire monastery. 

Another day I asked about a familiar-looking plant growing 
next to some beans and marigolds. “What’s that?” I asked my 
gardening friend. “It’s a volunteer tomato plant,” she 
answered. I now had twenty-two. 

You, when a new player, probably looked at a potential 
third dulcimer, thinking, “Well, it does have a different sound, 
and I don’t have one with these woods.” Meanwhile your 
spouse wondered where to put another shelf for the growing 
collection of books/tapes/videos, and, of course DPN issues. 

People asked me, “What are you doing this summer?” I 
answered, “I’m on the road a lot performing and teaching and 
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I’m growing tomatoes. I have twenty-one plants and one volun- 
teer.” Their dropped jaws probably indicated they were 
impressed that I’m performing a lot. 

Summer progressed, and the plants grew. My friend Ralph 
Gordon, a fine bass and cello player, loves gardening. We call 
him Farmer Ralph. I began to think: I’d love to be called 
Farmer Maddie. Years ago I told people that I sing and play 
the dulcimer. Somewhere along the way I began to say that I’m 
a singer and a dulcimer player. I now wanted to make that leap 
of faith between growing tomatoes and being Farmer Maddie. 
I looked forward to my tomato sandwiches. Perhaps I could 
also give a few tomatoes away, demurely saying, “I grew these.” 

You probably think about adding The Last dulcimer to your 
collection while wondering what it would be like to play the 
Other Dulcimer. As you read Barbara Gregorich’s article on 
her husband’s discovery of the hammered dulcimer (summer 
1995 DPN) you think, “Well, J’m not compulsive.” 

I arrived home from a trip and learned that tomatoes were 
arriving. “Are there enough for a tomato sandwich? ” I asked. 
“How hungry are you?” was my first real clue that something 
unique (for a budding Farmer Maddie) was happening. 

Your dulcimer collection may have branched out to include 
dulcimer notepaper and needle-work pictures on the wall, tak- 
ing over a corner of a room (if not the whole room). You won- 
der what to do, as your church or your child’s school or your 
library approaches you about giving a little, no-stress, concert. 
You’re now evolving from playing the dulcimer to being a dul- 
cimer player! 

It is now mid-August. Can you guess how many tomatoes I 
have? Two days ago, I gave a bag-full to a local nursing home, 
two bags-full to my sister for her friends, and a bag-full was 
given away as a door prize at a concert I did that night. That 
left only two bags-full at home, in addition to the probable four 
bags-full on the vines in the garden. In two days I perform in 
the Washington area. I plan to offer audience members a 
tomato for each recording purchased; two tomatoes for each 
recording not purchased. 

Ive learned a lot about gardens and tomatoes this spring 
and summer. Yes, I’ve been sweetly teased about my compul- 
sions and the probable cost of each vegetable that could have 
been purchased much cheaper at the farmer’s market. But I’ve 
loved practically every minute of it. I’ve heard new and familiar 
bird songs, I’ve felt the early morning (5:30 a.m., usually) sun 
on my shoulders, I’ve smelled the good earth, and I’ve listened 
for the monastery bells next door. I’ve loved talking vegetable 
gardens with friends and with the farmers (professionals!) met 
at the local Southern States Cooperative. At the same time I’ve 
pictured you talking dulcimers and music with your long-time 
friends who are interested because you're interested and with 
your new friends (professionals, even!) at festivals and club 
meetings. What fun to be so enthusiastic! 

If you play me a tune, I’ll give you a tomato or two or six. 


ae P 


Dear DPN: 


I enjoyed the article in this issue of 
DPN (Aug.—Oct.1995) about Janita 
Baker on building and inlay design on 
dulcimers. The article was informative 
and nice. I could never do inlay like 
that, but I enjoyed reading how she 
works. 

Also, I enjoyed the article by Sam 
Rizzetta on building a bass dulcimer. I 
have built some very large dulcimers, 
but did not know what gauge strings to 
use. I am an amateur dulcimer builder. 
Although I just build dulcimers for 
pleasure and enjoyment, these articles 
are very helpful. 

I have started cutting out the articles 
by Sam Rizzetta and putting them in a 
plastic sheet and then in a three-ring 
binder. I just regret I did not start doing 
this before. I look forward to every 
issue of the DPN. 

Martha Jean Crain 

Dolomite, Alabama 


Dear DPW: 

I’m a new subscriber to DPN. I really 
enjoy the journal and have gotten so 
much from the issues I’ve received. I’ve 
only been playing about five years. How 
wonderful it is to have music in my life. 
I’ve involved my sisters, daughter, 
grandsons, and even my mother, age 83, 


Letters to Us 


who began playing a year ago. 

I loved the article “Promises, Promis- 
es” in the August-October 1995 DPN. I 
really relate to this. I now have nine 
dulcimers and I keep telling my hus- 
band that, “I’m not going to be compul- 
sive about this” either. 

Again, thank you all for the wonder- 
ful job you do with DPN. I usually read 
it cover to cover the first evening I 
receive it. 

Paula Dillard 

Lafayette, Indiana 


Remembering the early days of DPN. . 
Dear DPR: 

The one thing about a DPN “party” 
{about fifteen years ago] that stays with 
me is when you were supposed to have 
a whole group of people show up to 
help with a mailing. I was the only vol- 
unteer because of an impending snow 
storm. We worked twelve hours straight 
before we said much more than hello 
and “I need more staples.” 

Gary Westfall 

Portland, Oregon 


Dear DPH: 

— but particularly to those who have 
considered replying to Gail Burchard’s 
offer to exchange dulcimer lessons for a 
room in her guest house, New Dawn, in 
Vieques, Puerto Rico: 

When I read Gail’s article in the first 
quarter issue of 1994, I thought (1) it 
was calling out to me and (2) it was too 
good to be true. Fortunately I put my 
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faith in (1) and recently found myself 
on the delightful island of Vieques, a 
short distance from the main island of 
Puerto Rico. My hammered dulcimer 
survived the trip in fine shape, even 
aboard the three-passenger plane 
between San Juan and Vieques. A 
rental Jeep awaited us at the Vieques 
airport, the perfect vehicle for local 
Vieques roads and beach roads. 
Although our arrival seemed to mark 
the end of a two- year drought, the 
weather did not manage to interfere 
with our total enjoyment of the island. 
We were able to stick to our “schedule” 
(I use the term loosely) of a leisurely 
breakfast on the porch (sipping coffee 
and watching the bananas grow), dul- 
cimer lessons for an hour or so (my end 
of the bargain), a trip to one of the 
many and varied beaches, and dinner at 
one of several good local restaurants. 

Though my short week at New Dawn 
passed magically, there were numerous 
special, never-to-be-forgotten experi- 
ences. One was a pot luck dinner at the 
guest house after which I gave a short 
hammered dulcimer concert for a very 
appreciative audience, with sounds of 
nature for an accompaniment. Then 
there was the night swim at Phosphores- 
cent Bay, a rare place where conditions 
allow large concentrations of phospho- 
rescent one-cell organisms. 

New Dawn Caribbean Retreat & 
Guest House is an ideal setting for 
workshops, concerts, etc., and it is 
Gail’s dream to have such musical gath- 
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erings there. I can’t adequately describe 
on paper the magical blending of notes 
from the dulcimer with those of nature 
(birds, tree frogs, peacocks, etc.). If you 
would like to visit this special place I’m 
sure Gail would love to hear from you. 
New Dawn Caribbean Retreat, Box 
1512, Vieques, Puerto Rico 00765. 
809/741-0495. 

Renee Poirier 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear DPN: 

Most of us in the dulcimer world play 
lots of traditional music; that is, tunes 
that are old enough to be in the public 
domain and no longer under copyright. 
In most cases, if a tune is over 75 years 
old, the copyright has expired and we 
are free to adapt the tune, play it in 
public, and copy the 75-year-old sheet 
music without worrying about some- 
one’s copyright. 

There are now bills in Congress 
which would add 20 years to the copy- 
right period, making it 95 years before 
older music (and anything else copy- 
righted) becomes freely accessible to 
the public. They are Senate Bill 483 and 
House Bill 989. Newer tunes are under 
copyright for 50 years after the author 
dies; the bills would add another 20 
years. One section of both bills is writ- 
ten so that it would literally revive 
expired copyrights on tunes published 
between 1906 and 1919—a period that 
includes “Danny Boy,” “Red Wing,” 
“The Bells of St. Mary’s,” and many 
others. 

S 483 and HR 989 are backed by 
copyright owners, who stand to gain 
from the extra 20 years, and who have 
lots of lobbying clout. They are opposed 
by several law professors and some 
“cyber jammers” who value public 
domain as a cultural resource, but most 
of Congress is not really aware of tradi- 
tional musicians. If you are interested in 
preserving the public domain, you need 
to make your views known to your Sen- 
ators and Representative. For informa- 
tion on writing to Congress, call your 
local League of Women Voters. 

For more information on S 483 and 
HR 989, contact me by e-mail at 
KitchieBoy@aol.com or by regular 


mail. But do it now, before it becomes 
20 years too late. 
Maynard Johnson 
449 Hidden Valley Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45215 
513/761-7585 


Dear DPN: 

I would like to take this way of pub- 
licly thanking an anonymous person or 
persons for sending a donation to the 
school of music at Appalachian State 
University in Boone, North Carolina to 
their Music Scholarship Endowment in 
memory of my husband Jim. He would 
be so proud to know about this, and all 
of the other kindnesses shown to me 
and my family by our loving dulcimer 
family. 

Jan Goodsite 

718 Elizabeth Drive 

Huron, Ohio 44839 


Dear DPN: 

In March I had the privilege of tak- 
ing my hammered dulcimer to Israel 
and Greece. I had a seven-hour wait to 
meet my tour group in the John F. 
Kennedy Airport in New York, so I 
took my instrument and set it up oppo- 
site the cafeteria on the 2nd floor. Curi- 
ous airport personnel, passengers and 
security people all enjoyed it and some 
passengers even tried to give me 
money! We were delayed from take-off 
for Greece overnight and members of 
my tour group asked me to play. People 
from other tour groups gathered 
around, some with their video cameras. 
Many said it soothed their nerves from 
having to sit and wait. 

I played at the Jordan River in Israel 
and a Rabbi watched in fascination. As 
I played in a little garden area by our 
hotel overlooking the Sea of Galilee 
hotel employees watched and asked 
many questions. 

On the plane, flying over the Swiss 
Alps, the flight attendants asked me to 
play and many people sitting near the 
area where we were came and listened. 

Music is a bridge that helps us meet 
people of other cultures. 

Jan Hranek 

Concord, Ohio 


Dear DPN: 

Phil’s issue of Dulcimer Player News 
arrived Friday and of course the first 
thing both of us read was “Promises, 
Promises.” 

We thought the art was terrific! It 
captured Phil (and others like him) to 
perfection. Loved the dulcimer-under- 
each-arm and the cartons of files. We 
also loved the blown-up quote: again, it 
really captured the humor. 

Phil took a class from Tony Elman at 
the Warrenville, Illinois Folk Festival 
this past weekend, and one of his fellow 
students said to him, “Wow! I love your 
playing. One of these days I'll be read- 
ing about you in Dulcimer Players 
News.” Phil chuckled and said, “Sooner 
than you think.” 

Thanks for doing such a great job 
with the article. I hope your DPN read- 
ers liked it. 

Barbara Gregorich 

Chicago, Illinois 


“\«. a recording that gives 
purpose to the repeat button 
on your CD player.” 


DIRTY LINEN 


Wake Me When It’s Over 


TOM MACKENZIE 


with Past 
ANDRE MARCHAND ° BILLY NOVICK i 
- DAVE SURETTE * PETE SUTHERLAND : 


Originals to Estonian folk tunes played by 


some of today’s best acoustic musicians. 


TO ORDER 
CD $15 * Casettes $10 
Please add $1.50 for postage and send to: 
Tam MacKenzie * Box 41 * Adamant, Vt. 05640 


Before You Buy a 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Consider This... 


x 


The 16ABC 


@ Sound The Folkcraft 16 ABC 
Hammered Dulcimer uses a unique 
suspended soundboard. This means 
more vibration transference and con- 
sequently, more sound. 

@ Stability Folkcraft uses the lat- 
est knowledge of support and ten- 
sion. Our Arched Body Construction 
allows string tension to work for the 
instrument, not against it, increasing 
stability and enhancing sound. 

© Quality We use only the finest 
woods in our 16ABC: mahogany 
soundboard and back, walnut and 
maple. Over 20 years of experience 
goes into every instrument we build 
backed by a3 year warranty. 

@ Design Black laquered top for 
string visibility, convenient hand 
holds for carrying, lightweight (14 
Ibs.!) all add up for a great design. 
@ Affordability We encourage 
you to shop and compare. You'll 
agree...Folkcraft Instruments are eas- 
ily the best value on the market! 


And That's Just the Start 
We also make exceptionally fine 
Mountain Dulcimers, 
Harps, Other Instruments 
and Instrument Kits 


Ask for us at your favorite music dealer 
or send $2.00 for our latest color catalog. 


folkeraft {nstruments 


Makers of Folkcraft Instruments 
and Folkroots Dulcimers 


PO Box 807 D 
Winsted, CT 06098 
(203) 379-9857 


W@ To all of you closet folk instrument 
players in the Hagerstown, Maryland 
area: Can we get together to learn how 
to play these things better? Write or call 
to discuss who, what, when, where and 
how. 

Eric L. Boppe 

13303 Hunter Hill Dr. Apt. G 

Hagerstown, Maryland 21742 

301/797-1983 


@ | am having some strange tuner trou- 
bles. 

The first tuner I had would tell me I 
was playing notes I was not. Finally, I 
bought a new one, a different brand, in 
hopes the problem would be solved. But 
the new one does the same thing. It 
indicates I’m playing an A# when I’m 
not touching my instrument and the 
needle swings to the right. I use an [alli- 


From Roscoe Village, Coshocton, 
Ohio, the winners of it Twenty-first 
Annual Dulcimer Days Festival and 
Competition. 


Mid-Eastern Regional Hammered Dul- 
cimer Championship: Mark Wade, 
Marysville, OH.; Robert Samels, Bar- 
berton, OH.; Mike Lindsay, Kent, OH. 

Mid-Eastern Regional Mountain Dul- 
cimer Championship: Stephen Seifert, 
Erlanger, KY; Ron Ewing, Columbus, 
OH.; Vici Gombaski, Norton, Oh. 

Novice Competition: Philip Dell, Day- 
ton, Oh.; Steve Lamantia, Springfield, 
OH.; Cindy Weaver, Springfield, OH. 

Open Competition: David Vallelunga, 
Saratoga Springs, NY; Jan Hranek, 
Concord, OH.; Kathy Baltz, North Bal- 
timore, OH. 


Music Exchange 


gator] clip, but the problem continues. 

In other people’s houses and out- 
doors the tuner works all right, so I 
thought of my home’s electric current. I 
walked the tuner around the house and, 
sure enough, that seems to be the prob- 
lem. Is there any way I can shield out- 
lets, etc. in order to stop this? Any 
suggestions would be appreciated. 

Donell Meadows 

2103 Shady Lane 

Morehead City, NC 28557 


@ | am interested in any gospel songs 
or hymns available in dulcimer tabla- 
ture. 

William M. Hanselman 

2735 South Wagner Rd., #30 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 


BUS STOP | 


News & Notes 


Vocal Competition: Jim Sterner, Mt. 
Pleasant, PA.; Clayton Samels, Barber- 
ton, OH.; Stephen Seifert, Erlinger, KY. 

Mountain Dulcimer Duet Competition: 
Linda Sigismondi & Ron Ewing, Gal- 
lipolis and Columbus, OH.; Ken & 
Gretchen Beers, Yellow Springs, OH.; 
Doug Felt & Mike Oliver, Marengo and 
Lancaster, OH. 

Innovative Competition: Stephen 
Seifert, Erlanger, KY; Jim Sterner, Mt. 
Pleasant, PA.; Ron Ewing, Columbus, 
OH. 

Courting Competition: Earl & Alice 
Whitehill, Georgetown, PA.; John Stike 
& Linda Sigismondi, Charleston, WV 
and Gallipolis, OH.; Judy Ireton & 
Mike Oliver, New Carlisle and Lancast- 
er, OH. 


Just as this issue was going to press, 
we learned of the death of Sally George 
(Louisville, KY) in early September. 
We will remember this lovely dulcimer 
friend in the winter DPN. 


November 3-5 ¢ Mobile, AL 

Deep South Dulcimer Assn. Festival. 
Concerts, campfire jams, open stage. 

Held at Chickasabogue Park. Camping 

available. Info: Nell Hoyt, 8730 Dutch- 

man Woods Dr., Mobile, AL 36695. 

Phone 205/633-7739. 


November 4 e Providence, Ri 

Mountain Music in the Ocean State, a 
mini-festival of old-time music and 
workshops on ballad singing, mountain 
dulcimer, old-time banjo, and fiddle. 
Concerts. Info: Aubrey Atwater, PO 
Box 204, Hope, RI 02831. 
401/826-7743. 


November 4 ¢ Elizabethtown, KY 

Dulcimer workshop, dinner, and concert. 
Info: Heartland Dulcimer Club, P.O. 
Box 123, Rineyville, KY 40162. 
502/862-9747. 


November 5-7 ¢ East Troy, WI 

Stringalong Weekend. Concerts, work- 
shops, singing and dancing at Edwards 
Conference Center. Dulcimer activities. 
Bring or rent an instrument. Info: 
UMW Folk Center, Ann Schmid, PO 
Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 53201. Phone 
800/636-FOLK (3655). 


November 17-19 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Mountain Dulcimer Weekend Workshop for 
beginning players. Learn to play by ear. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Rt. 1 Box 14A, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800/365-5724. 


Dec 1-3 ¢ Helen, GA 

Foothills Dulcimer Festival. Concert Fri- 
day night, Saturday workshops for 
mountain dulcimer. Open stage and 
concert Saturday evening, Sunday 
events. Held at Unicoi State Park. Info: 
Cathy Watts, 1187 Verdon Dr., Dun- 
woody, GA 30338. 404/393-3454. 


January 5-7 ¢ Huntsville, TX 
Dulcimer Retreat. Sam Houstin Univ. 
Hotel. Weekend jamming for all acous- 


EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 


February—April issue: 
Events from 
early February to early May 
Deadline « November Ist 


May-July issue: 
Events from 
early May to early September 
1S is our largest yearly calendar 
Deadline « February Ist 


August-October issue: 
Events from 
early August to early November 
Deadline « May Ist 
November—January issue: 
Events from 
early November to early Febru 
Deadline « August Ist 


tic instruments. Square dancing and 
dinner included. Info: Steve Heiser, 
14223 Clear Forest, Sugarland, TX 
77478. 713/491-4869. 


January 21-27 ° Brasstown, NC 

Mountain Dulcimer Class for intermediate 
players. Info: John C. Campbell Folk 
School, Rt. 1, Box 14A, Brasstown, NC 
28902. 800/365-5724. 


Jan 28 —Feb 3 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshop for inter- 
mediate and advanced players. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800/365-5724. 


February 9-10 ¢ Dallas, TX 

Winter Festival of Acoustic Music featur- 
ing hammered and fretted dulcimers, 
autoharp and other instruments. Work- 
shops and concerts. Info: Winter Festi- 
val, 1114 Vine St., Denton, TX 76201. 
817/387-4001. 


February 15-18 © Washington, DC 

Folk Alliance Conference. Features artist 
showcases, workshops and other activi- 
ties for people involved in all aspects 
of the folk music and dance communi- 
ty. Membership and conference info: 
Folk Alliance, 1001 Connecticut Ave. 
NW #501, Washington D.C., 202/835- 
3656. 


MAIDEN CREEK 


YOUR OLD TIME MUSIC SOURCE 


Now, the source for tapes, 
CD"s, custom scores, too! 


=12 SONG COLLECTIONS $5-- 
($8 with Hear-How tape *) 


# 2 new Offerings # 
# CHRISTMAS SPIRIT eee 
S$ 
players. INT/ADV,DAA/DAD 
BALLADS AND BROADSIDES 
DEVILISH LITTLE MARY, LORD 


RANDALL, BONNIE ANNIE + 10 
more. DAA/DAD, BEG-ADV. 


BEGINNERS FIRST SONGBOOK * 
22 oldtimers in DAA. Learn 
on 1 string, then chord 2 
and 3 strings. Intro DAD. 


BEGINNER OLDTIME FAVORITES 
* For noter pie ers, also. 
CRIPPLE CREE FLY+38 
all DAA and DAD. BEG/ADV. 


CELTIC SONGS AND AIRS #1 
DUMBARTON'S DRUMS, SUA GAN 
15 tunes, DAA/DAD. INT/ADV 


CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS * HUSH 
MY BABE, ROCKING CAROL +12 
sweet carols and medleys. 

INT/ADV, DAA/DAD 


CHRISTMAS WONDER * SILENT 
NIGHT, A VIRGIN UNSPOTTED 
+11 more great carols and 
medleys. BEG-ADV, DAA/DAD 


FIDDLE AND BANJO #1 GREEN 
CORN, PETRONELLA +13 tunes 
with fiddle/banjo sound. 

Stubborn INT/ADV. DAD/DAA 


GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 15 old 
specials. DAD/DAA, BEG/ADV 


S8H: Ist book $2.15, t 
S115 CSorea. ede bionel) 


Send SASE for 80 tape list 
music (900 songs) 

your sels J $3 up. arts, 

arrangements, write us. 


CUSTOM MADE MT. DULCIMERS 
AND 


PRE-LOVED INSTRUMENTS 
CATALOG $2 (on purchase) 


aa adie 
i. 27 ee, 


edited by 
Carrie Crompton 


= etween waking and getting up, 
; there are minutes when I wonder 

a ) if I will get up this morning. 
=) Standing in the lake up to my 
waist, I wonder if I will dive in and 
swim. At the beginning of each Christ- 
mas season, I wonder if I will “get” the 
Christmas spirit. There is cause for 
wonder: the days are short, gray and 
cold in New England, and it seems 
more comfortable to stay bundled up in 
gloom and irritability than to open up 
and smile...or sing. 

Most years, what pushes me to aban- 
don my Scrooge position is not 
reminders of creature comforts (Chest- 
nuts Roasting Over An Open Fire) or 
of presents (Santa Claus Is Coming to 
Town) or of specific weather conditions 
(Winter Wonderland). It’s hearing a 
piece of music that cuts right through 
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my gloom with infectious joy. I never 
know what piece it will be, or when I 
will hear it, but the difference between 
the moment before I hear it and the 
moment after is like the difference 
between the moment of standing in 
the lake and the moment of diving in. 

I have a few favorite tapes that 
always help me dive into Advent — 
This Longest Night by The Amidons; 
Nowell Sing We Clear (vol. 1-4) by 
John Roberts and Tony Barrand; 
Celestial Christmas, Music of Bach, 
Handel and Monteverdi collected by 
Teldec Press; and the organ variations 
on French noels by Claude Balbastre 
performed by Marie-Clair Alain. None 
of these features the hammered or the 
mountain dulcimer, but I have a few 
new dulcimer recordings in hand that 
are going to go into my “Christmas 
tapes” box. 

North Country Christmas by Stan 
Ransom and Marne O’Shae begins with 
a familiar tune — Planxty Irwin by 
O’Carolan — with verses by Stan telling 


the story of the Annunciation, 

sung by Marne. Beautiful verses! Sin- 
cere and tuneful singing with beautiful 
hammered dulcimer accompaniment! 
We first hear Stan singing on II Est Ne 
which he sings in three languages: 
Mohawk, French and English. He has 
the natural American folksinger’s voice 
epitomized by Pete Seeger and Burl 
Ives. It makes me feel at home, among 
friends. The familiar tunes like Jolly — 
Old St. Nicholas; Jingle Bells; and God 
Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen feel very 


> MARDI GRAS 
~. DULCIMER FESTIVAL 
MU Covington, La. 
February 16th - 18th, 1996 
Sponsored by: 
Bayou Dulcimer Club 


GUEST PERFORMERS AND 
INSTRUCTORS INCLUDE: 


LARKIN BRYANT, DAVID SCHNAUFER, 
BONNIE CAROL, ESTHER KREEK, 
TULL GLAZENER, BEN WADE, 

ROBIN MOHUN, ROB BRERETON. 


Workshops and concerts featuring the 
mountain and hammered dulcimers. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND 
EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTED REGISTRATION: 
CONTACT PAUL ANDRY @ 504-845-3494, 
350 RIDGEWOOD DR., MANDEVILLE, LA 70471 


Announcing 


The Fourth Annual 
HEARTLAND 


DULCIMER CAMP 


near Kansas City, Missouri 


July 21 - 26, 1996 


Hammered & Mountain Dulcimer 
Beginning through Advanced Level Classes 


LOOK FOR DETAILS IN THE 
DPN WINTER ISSUE 


For more information contact: 
Esther Kreek, Director 
1156 W. 103rd St. Dept. 206 
Kansas City, MO 64114 
(816) 942-6233 


familiar; and the unfamiliar ones, which 
make up the “North Country” emphasis 
of the recording —John Norton’s 
Christmas, the Vermont version of the 
Cherry Tree Carol (collected by Helen 
Hartness Flanders), Miss Fogarty’s 
Christmas Cake (a traditional New 
York Christmas ballad) — draw me in 
with their musical hospitality. A special 
treat is Wahatonni Raksaa ne Niio 
Roienha, a Native American carol sung 
by Mrs. Harriet LaFrance of the St. 
Regis Mohawk Reservation. Each time 
I listen to this tape I feel privileged to 
be a part of what sounds like a gather- 
ing of friends in an upstate New York 
farmhouse. These neighbors share a 
sense of the Christmas spirit, and know 
that it has something to do with opening 
up the voice, telling the old stories, and 
singing the old songs. 

Another recording that feels like a 
gathering of open-spirited folk is Fire- 
side Christmas by the Wildwood Dul- 
cimers. Sally Dayvault, Charlotte Ellis, 
Pat Maden, Evelyn Miller, Dalene Wal- 
lace and Carolyn White all play 
Appalachian dulcimers in Kingsport, 
Tennessee. They also play MacArthur 
harp, violin, flute, and autoharp, but the 
striking thing about this album is that 
there are from two to five dulcimers on 
every cut. The sound of multiple 
Appalachian dulcimers playing cleanly 
together speaks, again, of community. 
Add the fact that some of the arrange- 
ments are truly lovely — Maddie Mac- 
Neil’s arrangement of Lo, How A Rose 
E’er Blooming, Evelyn Miller’s adapta- 
tion of Sherburne (a fuguing carol from 
the Sacred Harp), Darlene Wallace’s 
arrangement of Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your 
Head, Anna Barry’s arrangment of For- 
est Green—and you have a really 
uplifting production. The Wildwood 
Dulcimers have an inspired yet unpre- 
tentious sound, and I count their tape 
as a new favorite. 

Katie LaRaye Waldren’s Cold Frosty 
Morning is a solo dulcimer recording 
with Katie playing both fretted and 
hammered dulcimers. Some cuts, like 
Christmas Day In The Morning, feature 
two overdubbed hammered dulcimer 
voices. Others, like Away In the 
Manger, seem to be multi-voiced solo 


hammer dulcimer arrangements, with 
bass mountain dulcimer backup. It’s not 
always easy to tell how many parts Katie 
has decimated herself into, but the 
sound in this recording is consistently 
brilliant and full. Her arrangement of 
Down In Yon Forest is truly remark- 
able —sounds like a small orchestra. 
The Carol of the Bells sounds like a 
regular city of bells ringing in tune. The 
energy of Katie’s playing is what quali- 
fies this as a Christmas album, even 
more than the repertoire. It’s got that 
spirit. 

For the Jewish holidays, I recom- 
mend Bonnie Whitehurst’s Songs of 
the Covenant. Bonnie is a member of 
the dulcimer community with very 
impressive credentials: she’s also a 
member of the Tampa Bay Composer’s 
Forum and the Delta Omicron and Pi 
Kappa Lambda musical societies. She 
wrote a good portion of the pieces on 
this recording, sang all the parts and 
played most the instruments — piano, 
guitar, hammered dulcimer, bowed 
psaltery, and pennywhistle. Percussion 
is by Bill Dudley and bass guitar is 
played by Jonathan Mann. Many of the 
songs were inspired by her association 
with the Temple in Tarpon Springs, 
Florida, and specifically, the late Rabbi 
Jan Bretsky. The traditional portion 
includes Esa Einai, Hine Ma Tov, 
V’nomar Lfanav,and Tov Lehodot. Not 
specifically Hannukah selections, but a 
centering mix of devotional and cele- 
bratory music which can be so helpful as 
the winter closes in. 

I realize that you are reading this at 
the Fall Equinox, a little early to be 
thinking about winter. But I’m listening 
to all this music at the Summer Sol- 
stice(!) —and find it a truly wonderful 
experience. Thanks again to all the 
artists for sharing their visions and 
music. 


Send books, albums and tapes for 
review, to Carrie Crompton, 11 
Center Street, Andover, CT 06232. 


CELTIC CARIBE 
A new atconding from 


BONNIE 
CAROL 


Music of the Americas, blending the 
cultures of the north and south. 
Songs in Spanish and English, nearly 
aerobic Tex-Mex border music, Irish 
and traditional American songs and 
dances, Caribbean and African 


rhythms, all fitting together in that 
exuberant whole we now call 
World Music, 


CD $16.50 postpaid 
Cassette $11.50 postpaid 
Catalog of other releases 


Bristlecone Music 
15 - U Sherwood Road 
Nederland, CO 80466 
303 258-7763 


Agim available, made by Bownit 


DULCIMERS 


LARKIN'S DULCIMER BOOK 

By Larkin Bryant 

A friendly, step by step teaching method for beginning to 
intermediate fretted dulcimer players. 103 pages. 23 
Songs. Instructions on Strumming, Fingerpicking, 
Chording, Finger Techniques, & more... 

The COMPANION TEACHING CASSETTE has all the songs 


R.D.#1 Box 48 Sligo, PA 16255 played slowly and up to speed. 
(814) 745-2478 


Book $10.98 ¢ Cassette $8.98 ¢ The Set $19.95. 
Shipping $2.00 


folk craft CAT WITH DULCIMER T-SHIRT 
Blue Lion Now you can wear Larkin's drawing of the cat on the 


dulcimer! Drawing in burgundy on buff colored 100% pre- 
RL. TacK shrunk cotton T. L,XL$IZ * XXL $15. Shipping $2.00 


All available from 
Riverlark Music, 
P.0. Box 40081, 


Memphis, TN 38174 


A Quantum Leap for Dulcimer Players 
Two unique new instruments expand your musical horizons 


Never need tuning 
No strings to break 
Durable, rugged - 
good travellers 
Great for kids 

Not affected by 
climate and weather 


Add variety to live 
performances and 
recordings 


i-Chime™ i-Marimba™ 
Dulci-Chime Play immediately - layout of notes and keys Dulci-Marimba 
The spardingiaiver same as traditional hammer dulcimer le uniaibe 
Dulci-Chime sounds like has the warm wood 
heavenly chimes Write or Call Today for Free Brochure resonance of a marimba 
Dulcifusion Sampler cassette now available 


$5.00 (Deductible from first order) 
Please send check or money order to: 


DULCIFUSION™ by Ron Konzak, Architect, Aaremaker and Dulci-Maniac 
12580 Vista Drive NE - Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 s@ (206) 842-4916 


by Sam Rizzetta 


ten it seems that I live in some 
ort of protective cloud of dul- 
imer bliss. Controversy rages in 
- the dulcimer world around me, 
while I, oblivious to it all, play music 
and build instruments as though noth- 
ing was amiss. Recently, several letters 
have clued me in on the fact that 
momentous issues of dulcimer correct- 
ness are a current source of heated 
debate. From what some have written 
to me, I expect hurling epithets and fly- 
ing fists any moment. While such behav- 
ior does not surprise me at uncivilized 
places like parliaments, soccer games, 
and religious debates, I would hate to 
have the public see dulcimer gatherings 
in similar light. 

One such debate hovers around 
whether or not it is harmful to hang a 
fretted dulcimer on a wall. One camp 
contends that if you hang a dulcimer, 
the end of your noter will fall off. A 
hung dulcimer is as good as dead. The 
enemy, I mean the opposite camp, is 
threatened to hear that what they’ve 
been doing for years is dulcimerrily 
incorrect and that dulcimers may be 
visually admired only while out of the 
case for short periods to play Shady 
Grove. You will all be relieved to know 
that I have a perfectly equitable solu- 
tion. I have made a special Dulcimer 
Saw so that half of your dulcimer can 
hang on the wall while the other half 
can remain in the case. 

The truth is that even a case is not 
always good protection. An instrument 
in a case must still be kept away from 
extremes of temperature, humidity, and 
mechanical stress; i.e., don’t drop it too 
far or pile too much dirty laundry on it. 
As far as hanging goes, if it is all right 
for your million-dollar Picasso’s, how 
bad can it be for your dulcimer? Wall 
hanging just takes a little care and com- 
mon sense as to how and where. 

Where the dulcimer hangs should be 
away from direct sunlight, no sunny 
windows or skylights. Heat and dryness 
are harmful. So keep your Van Gogh’s 
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and dulcimers away from heat registers, 
radiators, baseboard heaters, etc. Keep 
in mind that heat rises; avoid hanging 
above heat sources. During winter heat- 
ing or hot summer days without air con- 
ditioning, hot air can collect in a layer 
under the ceiling. Because of this, I rec- 
ommend not putting your dulcimer high 
on the wall. Hanging at eye level under 
an eight-foot ceiling should be good. 
This is especially a problem in areas of 
the country that require heating during 
the winter months. Attics can get hot 
and dry and are poor dulcimer reposito- 
ries. Areas of extra high humidity are 
less harmful than extra low humidity, 
but still not good. Damp basements 
should be avoided. A cautionary tale. I 
saw a West Virginia dulcimer placed on 
a high shelf to display it out of the reach 
of the children. Before winter it was a 
dulcimer. After winter it was a dulcimer 
kit. Most joints had come apart and 
many picturesque cracks had appeared. 

Today, most homes have outer walls 
that are well insulated. If, by chance, 
your outside walls are not insulated, try 
to hang on an inside wall. If the outside 
wall does not get especially hot or cold, 
and if no moisture or condensation col- 
lects, then it may be all right for dul- 
cimer display. 

Take care in how you hang. The 
hanger must be very secure and have a 
good safety factor. If my dulcimer 
weighs five pounds, I want a safety fac- 
tor of ten. I will choose a hanger that 
will hold at least fifty pounds. Hangers 
that merely stick on with an adhesive 
are too risky. Something that screws 
securely into the wall, preferably into a 
stud behind the wall, is better. It is also 
good to have the dulcimer rest on a soft 
pad that holds it away from the hard 
wall. Two or three little self-adhesive 
felt pads will do fine and are easily 
found in hardware stores. If your dul- 
cimers are rough-and-ready rather than 
shiny family heirlooms, compulsive 
details like the felt pads are overkill. 

An annoying factor in leaving instru- 
ments uncased is dust. Hammer dul- 
cimer players are all too familiar with it. 
We generally leave our hammer dul- 
cimers out ready to play, like pianos. 
And the dust is either accepted as a fact 
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of life, or becomes a constant battle. 
The fretted dulcimer hung on the wall 
will suffer the same dusty indignities. 
Occasional dusting takes care of the 
cosmetics, but dust sometimes clogs 
mechanical parts like geared tuning 
machines. If the gears are not sealed, 
they may have to be cleaned and oiled 
at rare intervals. The same will be true 
for a case-kept dulcimer; it will just stay 
cleaner longer. 

It is now time to own up and take a 
stand on this earth-shaking issue. It will 
probably please neither side to learn 
that I have some fretted dulcimers that 
hang on the wall and some that are kept 
in their cases. Some of my most valu- 
able dulcimers hang on the wall because 
I like to look at them and take them 
down for a tune at any whim. It takes a 
little more work to keep them clean and 
working. My performing and exhibit 
dulcimers are often in cases so that I 
can grab them quickly as I dash out the 
door, late as usual. 

Musical instruments can be works of 
art as well as tools for music. I enjoy 
looking at them and sharing that joy 
with visitors. Instruments that are beau- 
tiful invite a pride of ownership and a 
reason for being beyond the purposes of 
any single owner. In the work of occa- 
sionally restoring old instruments I dis- 
covered, to my surprise, that it is 
common for an instrument to be spared 
from the junk heap merely because it 
looked good as a wall decoration. Such 
instruments are thus preserved and 
most often find their way, eventually, to 
someone who wants to play music. I 
have owned and played many antique 
instruments that survived for my use 
only because someone who couldn’t 
care less about music had an instrument 
decorating a wall. Once I thought it 
folly to make instruments for those who 
only wanted wall decorations. I have 
come to understand, however, that we 
don’t truly own the good musical instru- 
ments. We are merely their caretakers 
for a time. The patron who hangs a dul- 
cimer on the wall may, in fact, be a 
good steward. The instrument may thus 
be preserved to delight people with 
music in a future generation. 


Blue Lion - L.R. Baggs 
Dulcimer Pickup Westering Home 


: The finest amplification F CD 
system available for the : Charlie Pinzino $15 
dulcimer . Guitar (@ tt 

» Warm, acoustic sound al Esther Kreek assette 

+ Unobtrusive installation 1156 W. 103rd, $10 


* Adaptable to most Department 206 ae e 3 
mountain : SERS 
dulcimers he Kansas City, MO plus $2 
ae | 64114 i shipping 
a 816-942-6233 & 


handling 
(Missouri residents 
please add sales tax) 


Instrumental Collection of Irish, Scottish and American Tunes 


New Instrumental Release of twenty-three Irish, Scottish, and 
American tunes including: Westering Home; The Leaving of Liverpool; 
Down In Sally Gardens; Three Sea Captains; Irish Cobbler; Ill Remember 
You, Love, In My Prayers; Will Ye No’ Come Back Again, and more! 
(Westering Home featured instruments include the fiddle, bass, 
bodhran, concertina and snare drum). 


Blue Lion Musical Instruments 


4665 Parkhill Road ‘ ; E 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 For the holidays, order Esther’s “Christmas Joy”, CD or cassette. 


(805) 438-5569 


THE DULCIMEK FACTORY 


The Right Mountain or Hammered 
Dulcimer for you 


« We're open year ‘round 
¢All major credit cards accepted 


¢The Appalachian Dulcimer is the easiest 
of all stringed instruments to play 


-10 Dulcimer styles to choose from 
«Lifetime guarantee on our instruments 


-All instruments hand built in historic 
Fredericksburg 


*Full line of tapes and music accessories 


The Dulcimer Factory, Inc. 
715 S. Washington St. 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
John & Shirley Naylor 
210-997-6704 
Fax 210-997-8752 


So) 
acy 


Visit the Hill Country's largest acoustic 
instrument store at 155 E. Main Street, 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
Send $1.00 for our full line catalog 


New Dulcimer Clubs 


Alabama 

Tri State Dulcimer Association 
Barbara J. Preston 

631 Farrah Circle 

Dothan, AL 36301 
334/793-1629 

1st Sat., 3rd Tues. 


California 

Sierra Pacific Dulcimer Guild 
Norm Rossignol 

9153 Rosewood Dr. 
Sacramento, CA 95826 
916/363-6435 

Ist & 3rd Tuesdays 


Hear The GAIL Of 


UE,D 


Steve Schneider plays original and 


traditional acoustic music from 
home and abroad, featuring 


Hammered Dulcimer with flute, 
fiddles, guitar, cello, piano & more. 


Dulcimer Clubs 


Kentucky 

Heartland Dulcimer Club 
Lorinda Jones 

P.O. Box 123 
Rineyville, KY 40162 
502/862-9747 

1st & 3rd Mondays 


Ohio 


Blackswamp Dulcimer Gathering 


Sherry Dewey 


4412 Luann Ave., Toledo, OH 43623 


419/475-3871 


Virginia 


Northern Virginia Hammer Dulcimers 


Ellie Holsopple 

3323 Spring Lane 

Falls Church, VA 22041 
703/578-3106 


England 

Nonsuch Dulcimer Club 
Sally Whytehead 

19 Ivor Road 


Worcestershire, B97 4PF England 


“| think you'll 
love it! Highly 
recommended.” 
-Bill Spence, 
Andy’s Front Hall 


“One of the best 
hammered 
dulcimer albums | 
to come along 
in a long time.” 


—Mitzie Collins, 
Sampler Records 
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Updated Dulcimer Clubs 


Connecticut 

Dulcimer Folk Association 

Ruth Randle c/o Moore’s Sawmill 
171 Mountain Rd. 

Bloomfield, CT 06002 
203/242-3003 

Ist Saturdays/3rd Fridays 


Illinois 

Dulcimer Friends 
Sharon Hargus 

502 Louis RR1 
Highland, IL 62249 
618/675-3535 

4th Mondays 


= * LEARN TO PLAY THE ® > ° 2 
* MOUNTAIN DULCIMER . 


: d 


Petateteteiah So f 


Set th ett had Ol ahd aed hah phot gh ob, 


BEGINNERS BOOK 
Excellent for 
children, 


acult beginners 


i 


; ? 
© Tarde, Tae Like Sur 
« Ship To My Lou 

e When The Sins Go Marching In ra ae ote ° 


« Comin’ Round The Mounuin 


To Order*: Cassettes $10 
* (or for bookings) CDs $15 
Please add $1.50 postage 
and handling. Make checks 
payable to: Steve Schneider 
Mail to: 

Salient MusicWorks 

PO Box 34 

Congers, NY 10920 


iis 
$6.95 cec 


*. Rineyville 


BOOK 2hG: Tt 


" Farnilisi Songs Include © 

e Golden Slippers 

e Polly Wolly Doodle i 
e All Through The Nicht * 
e Pick A Bale Of Conon 

e Sail Away, Ladies 

e Sourwood Mounisin 
Turkey In The Straw 

e Arkansas Traveler 


nh + £2.00 s&h for each order. 


Lorinda Jones 
P.O. Box 123 
, KY 40162 


SOUNDINGS 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 
for the Fretted Dulcimer 


Revised, Second Edition 


Over 80 Arrangements 
by Anna Barry 


15 New Arrangements 
Most with Melody and Harmony Parts 


American Popular Old English, and 
Early American Tunes; Christmas and 
Easter Carols; traditional Tunes in Non- 
Traditional Tunings; Songs for Singing; 

Marches for Mountain Dulcimer; 

Ensembles for Dulcimers Recorders, 

Flute. Guitar Chords. 


“The Sound is the Gold in the Ore.” 
Robert Frost 


Order From: SOUNDINGS 
PO Box 1974 » Boone NC 28607 
Singles Copies: $18.75 
Postpaid in the U.S. 

NC residents please add 6% Sates Tax 


START A CONVERSATION. 


This is the life ! Jove. 


DULCIMER T-SHIRTS 


Colors: White or Natural 


Sizes: L XL XXL 
Choose: HAMMER DULCIMER 
or MOUNTAIN DULCIMER design 


$15.00 ea FREE SHIPPING 
($16.00 XXL) 
Please make checks payable to: 
EARTHLY IMAGES 
PO BOX 30185 
VERNON, CT 06066 
UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE! 


Supplies for Dulcimer Makers 
From Folkcraft 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried 
and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are sanded to exact tolerances and 
matched. You'll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Items within the same category may be combined for quantity discounts. Example: 4 
walnut backs 2 cherry backs, use the 6-11 price for each. Orders for 50 or more pieces in 
the same category receive a 10% additional discount from the 12 and up price. 


DULCIMER BACKS DULCIMER TUNING PEGS 

Dimensions 7° x 32° x 1/8" for 1 pc MACHINE HEADS - individuals with screws, for horizontal mounting, 
8" x 32° x 1/8" for 2 pe (two 4° pes) white plastic button 

Item # 1-5 6-11 128up = 3024 Setof4.......... $7.75 3026 49-144... $1.50 ea. 


SOV CREY VPC on... sssssssssssessessnsene 8.50 8.10 7.30 3025 $48... $1.65 ea 3027 145 & up ..... $1.30 a. 


oa i ee GROVER "PERMA-TENSION" - pegs with peartoid buttons (Set of 4) 
; 65 3030 (1 Set) $29.50 (2-4) $24.50 (5-11) $20.40 (12 & up} $17.00 


895 850 7.65 : 
8.80 835 750 3040 Rosevrood button add $4.00/set 


8.80 8.35 7.50 FRICTION PEGS 


§04 Walnut 2 pc......... 
605  Hond. Mahogany 1 pc .. 
506  Hond. Mahogany 2 pe .. 


510 Curly Maple 2 pc .......... 1250 1190 10.70 3050 Ebony ............ $3.00 ea 3060 Rosewood ... $4.20 ea. 
511 E. Indian Rosewood 2 pc...... 25.95 24.65 22.20 STEWART -MACDCNALD FIVE-STAR DULCIMER PEGS 
$12 Padauk 2 PC... eccsccsseccessees 10.90 1035 9.30 Pearloid button (Set of 4) 


3065 (1 Set) $75.00 (2) $59.95 


SOUNDBOARDS 


Dimensions res it ler bs ‘aa hoes DULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS 
x32" x lor 2 pc (two 4° pcs: lated ith ball end stri 
Sitka Spruce and W.R. Cedar are vertical grain eet eg EDR? Pkg. of 250... 940 


551 No. 1 Spruce 2 pc... 
554 W.R. Cedar 2 pc .. 
555 Butternut 2 pc 


13.80 13.10 11.80 g 2 OF 50 on : Pkg, of 500....... 15. 
ireD trop gs 4086. Pkg. of 80 250 4088 Pkg. of 500 co 


11.20 10.65 9.55 


STRINGS Bulk Packed (Combine Sizes tor Best Discount) 


Plain Sizes .009 - .013 Wound Sizes .020 - .026 
DULCIMER SIDE SETS Plain SizosWound Sizes 
Dimensions 2° x 32° x 1/10" (2 pcs) 1-12 Strings .50 ea. 1.25 ea. 
370 3.50 3.15 43-48 ‘Strings .. 35 ea. 1.15 ea. 


Hoss ahi 4 ay ee 49-144 Strings 30 a. 90 ea. 
3 . 5 g 145-288 Strings... oh .25 ea. 70 @a. 
605 Curly Mapte ... 625 595 535 989 & Up Strings ith .18 ea. 50 ea. 
606 —_E. Indian Roser 11.80 1120 10.10 — SPECIFY BALL OR LOOP END — 


FRET WIRE 18% Nickel-sitver, Pre-straightened, 2° lengths 


FINGERBOARDS 4090 pe ; 85 
Dimensions 3/4" x 32° x 1 1/2" 5000 1/4 Ib. (about 19") re 9.50 
650 Cherry ....... B65 B20 740 S010 TID. ceecesssssecessesntsseesetens 28.75 


651 Watnut .. 
652 Hond. M 
653 Clear Maple 
655 Curly Maple .... 
656 —_E. Indian Rosewoed .. 
657 Padauk 


9.10 8.65 7.75 
a, ep rp OULCIMER CASES 
1220 1155 1040  CHIPBOARD (Lozenge Shapo) fits both hourglass and tear- 


1 y 19: drop styles 39° x 4" , 8* tapering to 5* width 
nie ae “e 5017 (1) $33.95 (2) $27.15 ea. (3-5) $23.75 ea. (6 & up) $16.98 ea 


HARDSHELL 35° x 8° x 4° 
NUT, BRIDGE & FRET SLOTS PRE-CUT FOR 27" 5020 90.00 ea. 
PATTERN (18 FRET SLOTS) $2.00/FINGERBOARD CARRYING BAG 42" x 8° Cordura fabric, padded, lined. Has shoulder 
strap, handle, book/accessory pocket 
DELRIN PLASTIC NUT AND BRIDGE STOCK 5051 (1) $49.95 (2) $39.95 ea. (3-5) $34.95 ea. 


700 = To fit above $2.00 per ft. 


DULCIMER PICKS  Circte one: large triangle or tong oval shape 


POSITION MARKERS 5070 Pkg. Of 5 wassssee 1.00 5080 Pkg. of 144...... 14.40 


900 Abalone Dots (6 MM} G0ea, 5075 Pkg. of 72......._ 10.80 ; 
991 Mother of Pearl Dots (6 MM) 50¢a, 5071 Herdim@°3 in 1° picks (3 gauges in 1 pick) 

(1-2) .75¢a (8-5) .60e¢a. (8-11) 53 ea. (12 & up) .45 ea. 
DULCIMER PEG HEADS 


Dimensions 1 1/2* x 3" x 8° for 1 pc Circle: 1 pe or 2 pc ZITHER TUNING PINS  Wickel plated 


Pe el Pak oda 11002 €2CH orn 30 11020 Pkg. of 500. 
EXE XE (WOE PS) os a7a 4 11000 Pkg. of 50... 1200 11030 Pkg. of 1600 
5.25 5.00 450 11010 Pkg. of 250.... 50.00 


. 85.00 
. 140.00 


750 
751 


752 ; 5 
754 Curty Mapto ........ 765 725 655 HITCH PINS Nickelplated .135X1 1/4" long 


755 1460 1315 1250 13080 Pkg. of SO.......... 10.00 13082 Pkg. of 500. 
756 Padatk wees 6.70 6.40 5.75 13081 Pkg. of 250........ 40.00 13083 Pkg. of 1000 
758 = African Mahogany .... 


DULCIMER TAIL BLOCKS Write for our complete supply list. 
Dimensions 2x 1 1/2" x 3° Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer and 


850 225 210 1.90 Bowed Psaltery! 


851 3 

852 Hond. Mahogany .. 2.30 2.15 1.95 | SHIPPING-Mostordersshipped via UPS. Please include your 

853 Clear Maple ..... 215 2.05 1.85 street address with order. Orders up to $100: Minimum ship- 

855 Curly Maple 2.75 2.60 2.35 ping charge for woods and accessories ~ $5.00. Orders of $101 

856 —_E. Indian Ro 455 435 3.90 and up: Add 5% of the total order. We will bill for additional 
2.65 2.55 2.30 shipping when orders contain large quantities of heavy items. 


857 


Prices subject to change without notice. 
Please call for current prices. 


Polkcraft fastruments 


Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 (203) 379-9857 
VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 


by Ralph Lee Smith 


The Dulcimer at 
Hindman Settlement School 
Hindman Settlement School was 


established at Hindman, the county seat 


of Knott County, Kentucky, in 1902, by 
Katherine Pettit and May Stone, two 
ladies from the “bluegrass” area of 
Western Kentucky. Pettit and Stone 
founded the school in response to the 
requests and urgings of local citizens. 
Their purpose was to provide quality 
education through high school for 
mountain children, in a context that 
emphasized the preservation of the stu- 
dents’ mountain heritage. 

Pettit, Stone, and the school’s teach- 


ers, most of whom were from New Eng- 


land, soon became acquainted with 
James Edward “Uncle Ed” Thomas 
(1850-1933), the great dulcimer maker 
of the Cumberlands, whose activities 


were described in my column in the Fall 


1993 issue of Dulcimer Players News. 
Thomas, who lived in Knott County, 
sold dulcimers to the teachers, most of 
whom had never seen one before. Dul- 
cimer-making and dulcimer playing 
were established as features of the 
school’s program. 


A New Knott County History 

The history of Hindman Settlement 
School is one of many subjects that are 
covered in a new book entitled Knott 
County, Kentucky History and Families, 
1884-1994, which has just been pub- 
lished. The large, well-made, 416-page 
book, with a golden seal stamped on its 
cover, was assembled by a committee 
headed by three persons: Mike Mullins, 
director of Hindman Settlement 
School; Ron Daley, editor of the Trou- 
blesome Creek Times, a weekly newspa- 
per published in Hindman; and Geneva 
Smith, a tireless local historian. 

It seems as if nearly everyone in 
Knott County contributed something to 
the book. In addition to large numbers 
of family histories and wonderful old 
photos, the book contains accounts of 
schools, churches, businesses, and fea- 
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Jethro Amburgey playing. Note the traditional 
Kentucky way of holding the noter and, apparently, 
the use of fingers for picking. 


tures of Knott County life over the 110- 
year period since Knott county was 
formed from the western part of Letch- 
er County in 1884. 

Anyone who loves the mountains will 
spend many happy hours with this book. 
For dulcimer people, there are special 
incentives. The history of Hindman Set- 
tlement School is closely associated with 
the history of the dulcimer in Kentucky, 
and should be known to dulcimer- 
lovers. I contributed a piece on Uncle 
Ed Thomas, which is a briefer version 
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Handsome mountain boy with dulcimer, jacket, 
and tie. Note homemade fiddle in background. 


of my DPN article. Of greater impor- 
tance to DPN readers because much of 
it has not previously been published is 
the information on Jethro Amburgey. A 
staff member of the school, Amburgey 
made dulcimers in the Thomas pattern 
and taught dulcimer-making to the stu- 
dents. Other dulcimer-related informa- 
tion is scattered throughout the book. 
As is often the case with large local 
histories which are costly to produce, 
most of the press run of this book was 
sold by subscription prior to publica- 


continued on next page 
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tion, in order to finance the project. I 
talked to Mike Mullins on the phone, 
and he says that a small number of 
additional copies was printed, and that 
they are selling well. He emphasized the 
word “small.” Hindman has a few 
copies but does not want orders. 

The best advice I can give is, get this 
item while you can; books of this kind 
cost a small fortune to obtain in the sec- 
ond-hand trade after the press run is 
exhausted, assuming that you can get 
one at all. Copies are $55 each; add 
$5.00 for the first book and $2.50 for 
additional copies, for postage and han- 
dling. Contact Turner Publishing Com- 
pany, P.O. Box 3101, Paducah, 
Kentucky 42002-3101, 1-800/788-3350. 
The publisher takes credit card orders 
by phone. 


Dulcimers at Hindman 

Publication of this book gives me an 
opportunity to publish some old photos 
of dulcimers at Hindman Settlement 
School that have been burning a hole in 


my file since I obtained them in 1992 
from the archives at Berea College. 
These photos date, approximately, to 
the 1930s. To the best of my knowledge 
they have never before appeared in 
print. They are published here by cour- 
tesy of Hindman Settlement School. 
The pictures provide moving documen- 
tation of the school’s preservation of 
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A performer with jacket and tie plays while students listen. Note the girls’ “sailor” dresses. 


this feature of the students’ heritage. 

The instruments are of the 
Thomas/Amburgey pattern. Some were 
probably made by Amburgey, and oth- 
ers were probably made by the students. 
My collection does not include a young- 
ster-made instrument from Hindman. I 
wish that it did! 


Jim and Kathie Hudson 
announce the ALL NEW 


J & K Hammered Dulcimer 


/ 4 
ORKS  ) es Innovative Design 
a= y ac * Built by a Musician for Musicians 
< ; * Solid Wood Construction 
* Controlled Sustain 
* Fully Chromatic 
Specifically Designed for Digital Recording 
* Clear and Sweet tone that everyone expects from a 
Jim Hudson Dulcimer 
Super Light Weight 
* Structural Integrity Analysis by 
professional Engineer (and Musician) 
* Available in 3 or 4 Octave Models 
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J & K Hammered Dulcimers 
560 BREECHBLOCK D 


ROSWELL GA. 5007¢ 
04-587-2525, 


Fax 404-552-7001 © e-mail RWilsontri @ aol. com 


310 E. Chicago Blvd. 
Britton, Mi. 49229 
(517) 451-8259 


Above: A young woman, probably a teacher, playing. 


Right: Pauline Ritchie, Jean Ritchie's sister, playing in the doorway of a log 
cabin on the school grounds. Pauline was a Hindman student in the 1930s. 


CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION: Unique Carols. All 
Levels. ..$9.95 


PACHELBEL'S CANON IN D Tab for both Mountain and 
Hammered Dulcimer...$4.95 


THE CAPO BOOK #1: Using the capo...$8.95, 
CAPO...$8.95; Set...$16.95 
BUMPS'N DIDDIES ON THE MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
Video. Six Beginner Lessons...$24.95 


TUNING CASSETTE: Five Basic Tunings...$8.00 
COMMON TREASURY PUBLISHING 


998 Clayton Rd 
Ashley Falls, MA 01222-9720 
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Linda Thomas & Dan DeLancey 


As. shy 


Sis i 
—a 6f DA THONASB. DAN DLANCY 
f ‘ 


Skillful musicians with a healthy 

respect for the melody. The intricate interweaving of their 

instruments is a lot more complicated than it sounds... their music is very good!” 
—William McNeil, The Ozarks Mountaineer 


Cassette $10” -CD 515 (plus $1% for postage and handling) 
To place your order, please send check or money order to: 
Thomas/DeLancey * 7911 Hunter » Raytown, MO 64138 


Other recordings featuring traditional fiddle tunes, are also available on cassette: 
“Plain and Simple” and “Music From the Heart.” 
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Jerry Rockwell 


THe BLACKBIRD AND THE BEGcARMAN 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 


Fine Instruments since 1977 
Finished and Kit Form 


JERRY ROCKWELL “THE BLACKBIRD & THE BEGGARMAN” 
Two Octave (9/8) through Celtic Instrumentals featuring Mountain Dulcimer 
Five Octave (20/ 19/8) with Pete Sutherland, Niles Hokkanen, RP Hale, Ron Ewing, and 
Including Chromatic Models = Ken Lovelett. 
, THE PLAID FAMILY “THE FLYING BOOK” 


‘ pte. q The Plaid Family is Kelly Werts on Guitar, Whistle & Fiddle, 
Michael C. Allen, Maker ‘. : Diana Werts on Ascorholi & Princess Harris on Hammered 


5/01 Stover Rd. : A unique blend of Men UntSnial Nice tron England Wales and 
Ostrander, Ohio 43061 "fee the American Mid-West : 
tel (614) 666-4253 a THOMASINA “A PEACEFUL STORM” 


An eclectic collection of songs and instrumentals featuring the 


é "redainal Onin Pl ns and 7 Mountain Dulcimer with Rob Brereton, Tom White, 
SASE for Brochure & Prices : Ken Lovelett, Sirius Coyote and others. 


THE WOODS TEA CO. ROB BRERETON “SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER ME” 
SIDE BY EACH Classical, Irish, Shaker and Big Band melodies are wonderfully 
Rousing Sea Chanties, Irish performedby Fretted Dulcimer master Rob Brereton with oboe, 
melodies, Haunting Ballads strings, percussion, hammered dulcimer and more. 
with Mike Lessen, Rusty LANCE FRODSHAM & SYLVIA HACKATHORN 
Jacobs & Tom MacKenzie. “WHISTLESTOPS & DULCIMERS” 
Aras hip) alee Mee = Bienes) nae cael ithe ged 
orthwest featuring Lance Frodsham on Mountain Dulcimer an 
MIKE CASEY Sylvia Hackathorn on the Tin Whistle with special guest 
The Hourglass Kevin Burke on fiddle. 
. RICH BALA “HOME FOR THE HARVEST” 
Twelve traditional and modern folksongs celebrating rural life on 
the family farm. Historic balladeer, Rich Bala accompanies his 
voice with quiet and Mountain Dulcimer with special guests 
Linda Russell, Ken Perlman, Rob Brereton & more. 


JOIN US IN 1996 AS WE 
CELEBRATE OUR 
MIKE CASEY 10TH ANNIVERSARY !! 
THE HOURGLASS The WIZMAK “10th Anniverary 


Traditional Cettic 


Instrumentals Sampler” will be available in 
featuring the Mountain 
Dulcimer. January. 


: ; ' The Pan MEK rrAnU Ren 
WhistleStops <2 Dulcimers atutcbaed On Tit TARY mas 


: 
(Hammered Fiddle Tunes 


All Instrumental featuring hammered 
dulcimer, with guitar backup and banjo. 
Golden Slippers, Home Sweet Home, Circle Be 
Unbroken /Old Joe Clark, The Meeting House, 


Soldier's Joy, Missouri, Blackberry Blossom, Flop- 
Eared Mule, Country Dance/Petite Valse, 


Rar ee CHECK YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE !! 


a eae OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG: 
Te NS COSEee WIZMAK PRODUCTIONS PO Box 477 Wingdale, NY 12594 
To: Rick Thum, 36 Villawood, CALL TOLL FREE FOR VISA / MASTERCARD ORDERS 
St. Louis, MO 63119 1-800-538-5676 
or call 314-961-2838 CD's $16.98 PPD « Cassettes $ 10.98 PPD 
Rick is available for concerts and workshops. 


The Star Of Freedom 
by Gloria D. Rall 
The New Jersey State Museum Planetarium 


“J don’t take to nigga’s off the plan- 
tation. This way they don’t know which 
way is east, which way it is to the 
west — Once they have figured where 
someplace else is—next thing you 
know, they'll know which way it is to the 
north.” 

This statement by Mr. Ames, an 
overseer in the film version of “Roots” 
by Alex Haley, illustrates vividly the 
desperate measures owners used to 
reduce the numbers of escaping slaves. 
It was a futile effort. Slaves knew free- 
dom lay to the north, and they knew 
precisely how to find north. They used 
the sky. Mr. Ames and his colleagues 
never suspected that slaves knew obser- 


A Musical Heritage: Wonderful Songs & Tunes 


vational astronomy. Slaves carefully 
concealed that knowledge. Only recent- 
ly have we begun to know of their 
understanding of astronomy and the 
unique way they camouflaged it. 

In 1912, in North Carolina, an ama- 
teur folklorist named H. B. Parks acci- 
dently overheard an Afro-American 
singing a folk song that was new to 
Parks. To him the song was senseless. 
When he asked about it, he was refused 
an explanation. In 1913 he heard the 
song again —in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Again an explanation was refused. 
Sometime after 1918 he met an African- 
American in Texas willing to explain it. 
Senseless as it seemed, the song gave 
slaves directions for using the sky to flee 
north. 

The song was taught to slaves by an 
itinerant carpenter named Peg Leg Joe. 
Parks suspected Joe had had connec- 
tions with the Underground Railroad 
and managed to find sources that con- 
firmed his suspicions. Joe arrived in the 
South in winter, moved around teaching 
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the song, and left in the spring. After- 
ward, slaves from areas where he had 
worked began fleeing north successfully. 

Parks published the song and its 
story in an obscure magazine, Publica- 
tions of the Texas Folklore Society. The 
song would have been forgotten save 
for the fact that a prominent folklorist, 
B. A. Botkin, retold the song and its 
story in one of his books, A Treasury of 
Southern Folklore. Apparently neither 
Parks nor Botkin understood the impor- 
tance of the song and its background. 
Masked as folklore, it languished. 

The words of the song and the inter- 
pretation are: 


When the sun comes back 

And the first quail calls 

Follow the Drinking Gourd. 

For the old man is awaiting for to 
carry you to freedom 

If you follow the Drinking Gourd. 


The song instructs slaves to begin the 
trip north in winter. “When the sun 


Blue Lion 


Musical Instruments 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d’ Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


Call or write for free catalog. 


Blue Lion 


4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805 / 438-5569 


The 


DULGIMER 
How I Build 
The Things 

by 
Charlie Alm 


Book describes step-by-step how to build a 
hammer dulcimer. Many tips and illustrations. 
Helpful to novice and professional. $19.95 


Woodworks P.O. 218 Si or Mo 
Brookston, IN 47923 
317-363-3504 1-Spm, M-F 


sm ee SSS Ss ee = 
[ Some Enchanted Evening | i 
[ i 
[ Collection of Christmas Favorites ‘| 
Hg from the 40’s and 50’s * 


* o 
eae! 
I | 
| Winter Wonderland, White Christmas, Jingle ‘| 
Bell Rock, Silver Bells, plus 10 other titles. | 


I All instrumentals featuring mountain I 
* dulcimer, guitar and bass. Se 


I Cassette $10 each plus $2 postage I 


* Hollis Landrum 407 Lake Forest « ! 
| Vicksburg, MS 39180 | 


lLsreo of ef I ty 


GamUANGOSa, Late 0 
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comes back” means winter and spring 
when the altitude of the sun is higher 
each day at noon. Migratory quail winter 
in the south. The Drinking Gourd is the 
Big Dipper. “Follow the Drinking 
Gourd” means walk towards the Drink- 
ing Gourd. The “old man” is Peg Leg 
Joe. 


The riverbank makes a very good 
road, 

The dead trees will show you the way, 

Left foot, peg foot, traveling on, 

Follow the Drinking Gourd. 


This verse instructs the escapee to 
travel north on the bank of the Tombig- 
bee River. Dead trees along the bank 
bear the markings of a left foot and peg 
foot. The Tombigbee originates in 
northeastern Mississippi, flows south 
along the Mississippi-Alabama border 
and empties into the Gulf of Mexico 
near Mobile, Alabama. 


The river ends between two hills, 


Follow the Drinking Gourd, 

There’s another river on the other 
side, 

Follow the Drinking Gourd. 


The third verse instructs slaves to go 
north over the hills to the Tennessee 
River and follow it north. The Ten- 
nessee winds north across Tennessee 
and Kentucky to flow into the Ohio 
River. 


When the great big river meets the lit- 
tle river 

Follow the drinking gourd 

For the old man is awaiting for to 
carry you to freedom 

If you follow the Drinking Gourd. 


The final verse instructs the slaves to 


keep going north across the Ohio River. 


They will find a guide on the north 
bank. 


Chorus: 
Follow the Drinking Gourd 


Follow the Drinking Gourd 

For the old man is awaiting to carry 
you to freedom 

If you follow the Drinking Gourd. 


By 1831 the Railroad was well orga- 
nized in northern states and turning its 
attention to working in the South. Mem- 
bers knew slaves knew how to navigate 
using the North Star, but they were kept 
so ignorant of geography they could not 
plan a route. The Railroad began send- 
ing travelers into the South, either to 
function as guides or to secretly provide 
route instructions. By the beginning of 
the Civil War, 500 people a year were in 
the South providing route instructions, 
and well-established “lines” out of the 
South were in existence. 

Unlike the northern states, so much 
secrecy surrounded the Railroad’s activ- 
ities in the South that even today virtu- 
ally nothing is known of them. “Follow 
the Drinking Gourd” is the only known 
description of an entire route and how 
it worked. 


KNOCK ON THE DOOR 
Karen Ashbrook 


Karen’s popular 


flute, Pennywise bouzouki, Aeon 
Celtic, fiddle, guitar & bodhran. 
“Certain to warm the cockles of any 


Celtic heart.” —THE WASHINGTON POST 


ANCIENT NOELS 


Maggie Sansone & Ensemble Galilei 
Ancient carols & 
Renalssance 
dances: features 
hammered 

j dulcimer with 

Celtic harp, fiddle, 

recorders, viola da 


ANCIENT NOELS 


ade: ddnde = So 
"pe ena a 


D Whine on 


drums. NAIRD INDIE honorable mention 
for Best Seasonal Album of the Year. 


Mangies Music 


HILLS OF ERIN 
Karen Ashbrook 


hammered dulcimer duo sound that Is 
emotionally expressive without losing 
the shimmering lilt that Is Karen’s 
trademark,” —DPN 

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON I 
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON Il 


sl 
SOU] 
sane 


gamba & hand es 


PerASON I ON 


Hammered 
dulcimer, 

Irish flute, 
pennywhistle, 
woodwinds & 
percussion with 


lush piano. 
“A new Celtic- 


HILLS OF ERIN 


Our popular bestsellers! Two 
albums of traditional Christmas 
carols. VOL. I: Irish, Scottish & 
Welsh carols, wassail tunes, Angels 
We Have Heard on High & What 
H Child Is This, VOL. fl: Medieval, 
French, English & American folk 
fia\:/ carols, The First Noel, We Three 
H] Kings (3 versions), Silent Night & 
Lord of the Dance (Simple Gifts). 


DANCE UPON THE SHORE 
Maggie Sansone 


DANCE UPON The SbORE 


Take a cool Celtic voyage 
to Ireland, Scotland & 
Brittany featuring 
hammered dulcimer with 
Celtic harp, flute, fiddle, 
soprano sax, guitar & 
bodhran. “Traditional yet 
wed to the contemporary 


with unexpected color, rhythmic vitality and a 
venturesome spirit.” —THE WASHINGTON POST 


Hammered dulcimer 
releases and 
holiday offerings... 


FREE COMPLETE CATALOG of CDs, tapes & music books. 
MAGGIE'S MUSIC, PO BOX 4144-DPN, ANNAPOLIS, MD 
21403 410/268-3394 Mention this ad, send in your 
check (call to charge) and receive sale price for above 
items. $12/CD; $8/TAPE. PPD. 
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The markings on the trees, done in 
charcoal and mud, distinguished the 
Tombigbee from other rivers that run 


_a<€ Polaris 


north to south, and possibly provided Little Dipper F 
guidance on the overland route from as a 


the Tombigbee to the Tennessee. 

Almost all escapees coming from the 
Deep South had to cross the Ohio 
River, which is too wide and swift for 
most swimmers. However, the river usu- 
ally froze in the winter, and an escapee 
could walk across the ice without delays 
to find transportation. The straight line 
distance between Mobile, Alabama and 
the confluence of the Ohio and Ten- 


nessee Rivers is eight hundred miles. : y Pointer Stars 
Traveling the winding routes of the Big Dipper 

rivers added miles to the route. Slaves i 

from the Deep South needed at least a K 


year to reach the Ohio. The Railroad 
instructed slaves to leave the previous 


winter to provide the needed year’s The “line” served a large population, Slaves surely created the song. In 
travel time. the rivers acted as natural highways, African tribal life song was used to con- 
Between one hundred and sixty and the route terminated close to the vey factual information. Slaves created 
thousand to two hundred thousand beginning of several main Railroad many songs that conveyed information 
slaves lived near the Tombigbee River. lines in the North. they needed to keep from whites. Songs 


Susan Trump Music 
presents: 


Tree of Life 


Featuring: 
Susan Trump- vocals. guitar, 
mountain dulcimer 


Including: 

The Water is Wide 

The First Time Ever I Saw Your Face 
Give Yourself to Love 


Cost bf Many, Colors SOFT CASES: 9”x 40” padded 


3/8” foam gig bags w/ zipper pouch 
avail. in: Forest Green, Burgundy, Teal, Purple, Royal Blue 


"Susan's voice, like Kate Wolf's, takes the listener 
beyond mere sentimentality." Carrie Crompton, DPN 
ULTIMATE IN DULCIMER KITS: 
Hour-glass shape, solid walnut and sitka 
spruce, fretted & finished fret boards, 

guitar type peg head, 10 violin clamps.. $119 


What the Hill People Say 


Including: 
Grandfather's Barn FINISHED DULCIMERS: 
Blessed Quietness Walnut, padauk, bird’s eye maple 


Call or write for free brochure 


ASQQLA. 
5049 Carr St. Arvada, Colorado 80002 
303-423-2525 


Both available as cassette and CD. 


Susan Trump, Box 313-D, Newtonville, NY 12128 
Cassette $11.50 (ppd) CD $17.00 (ppd) 
NYS residents add sales tax. 
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became codes that could not be inter- 
preted by whites. The songs utilize 
masked language: words that seem 
innocuous, but which to those “in the 
know” communicated vital information. 
“The Drinking Gourd” is masked 
language for instructions for finding the 
North Star. Located almost directly 
above the North Pole of Earth, the 
North Star, or Polaris, is a surer indica- 
tor of true north than the best compass. 
All other stars seem to shift their posi- 
tion in the sky owing to Earth’s daily 
spin on its axis and its yearly trip around 
the sun. Polaris, in its unique position, is 
unaffected by these motions. It remains 
in the same place in the sky—in the 
north. However, it is such a dim star 
even experienced sky watchers need 
help finding it. The seven brilliant stars 
of the Big Dipper serve this purpose. 
Beginning at the end of the handle, 
observers count through the stars of the 
Dipper until they reach the two stars at 
the end of the Dipper’s bowl. Mentally, 
a line is drawn from the star at the bot- 


tom of the bowl to the star marking the 
top of bowl. This line is continued 
across the sky until it touches the next 
star, which is Polaris. 

The song uses the Gourd rather than 
Polaris because slaves would not have 
created a song that openly named the 
Dippers or Polaris. As children slaves 
learned the significance of Polaris and 
how to locate it. 

Because both Polaris and freedom 
were north, Polaris came to stand for 
freedom symbolically and references to 
freedom were couched in terms of a 
star. The Railroad adopted that lan- 
guage, and it is still used today by those 
writing of the Anti-Bellum era. 

For years “Follow the Drinking 
Gourd” languished in obscurity. In 1988 
Jeanette Winter published a popular 
children’s book, Follow the Drinking 
Gourd, the fictional story of a slave fam- 
ily fleeing to freedom using the song. 
Since then the song has appeared in ele- 
mentary school textbooks and is widely 
studied by school children. 


The need for slaves to hide their 
knowledge of astronomy had an unex- 
pected effect. They never developed the 
mythology and fanciful sky lore com- 
mon to other cultures. As a result, 
African-American songs and literature 
contain almost no mention of celestial 
objects. 

An estimated sixty to one hundred 
thousand slaves successfully fled to free- 
dom. At one time many code songs must 
have existed for numerous escape routes 
that could be navigated with Polaris. 
“Follow the Drinking Gourd” survives 
as the only known example. 


Gloria D. Rall 
Museum Planetarium 
205 W. State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
609/292-6333 


Gloria D. Rall is on the staff of the New 
Jersey State Planetarium in Trenton. She is 
interested in learning about other songs 
using the night sky for directions. 


nee Your Tunes Professionally” 


e soe in d alcimer t tablature e 


5 eric MIDI files of mt. ‘dulcimer tab e 


e 20M lyrics, ornamentation; assigns ¢ chords e 


Fax, call or write for details 
Computer Lyrics and Tunes 


8885 Trinity Avenue 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806-7935 
TEL (504) 926-8581 e FAX (504) 756-4632 


Repair Work ¥ 
Friendly People Stone a 


Free 40 - page Catalog 


Largest Inventory of folk instruments In the 
S.W. United States. Call for free catalog: 
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¢ Book $20 + $2.25 S&H 


Mountain Dulcimer Straps 


¢ Quick release buckle « 
« color choice: black or rainbow « 
(red, green, blue, purple if available) 
* $12.00 (Ppd.) « 


Heliotrope Bouquet Sue Carpenter Presents... 


Instrumental Mountain Dulcimer Music ... 


Living in the Country * Under the Boardwalk 
Ashokan Farewell « Dixie > When You Wish Upon a Star 
Southwind * Ruby Throat « Joplin's Helitotrope Bouquet 


" top notch. The sound is full, resonant, larger than life..." 


‘ "_.,an Original artistic approach...most enjoyable, both as background 
music and also when | sat still long enough to concen ae on each song." 
Carilyn Vice, i 


¢ Cassette $10 + $1.50 S&H * CD $15+ $2.00 S&H » 
Patterns and Patchwork, 


- Easy, step-by-step lessons in fingerpicking - 
*__.the most complete instructional manual on right hand technique...a 


standard tutor for [mountain] dulcimer players...a boon for us teachers." 
Carrie Crompton Dulcimer Players News 


* Adjustable « Fits all laps & dulcimers ° 


Includes: 


Carrie Crompton Dulcimer Players News 


itional M 


Make check payable to: 


& Sue Carpenter 


P.O. Box 570-D 

Nassau, NY 12123 
NY add sales tax on total including S&H 
Overseas add $3 
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the dulcimer. I was growing up in 

the Netherlands and I know that 

by the early sixties I was familiar 
with Jean Ritchie’s playing. I played gui- 
tar and sang some of her songs. I loved 
the sound of the Appalchian dulcimer. 
My brothers and I played and sang with 


| can’t remember when I first heard 


Dutch friends who were interested in U.S. 


folk music. In 1962 I traveled to England 
during school vacations and visited my 
aunt Peggy, who plays the dulcimer. That 
was the first time I saw a dulcimer and 
was able to touch and play it. 

I loved making things by hand and in 
sixth grade I studied basic woodworking 
with hand tools in the European tradi- 
tion. We started out making a dowel by 
sawing out a square stick from a board, 
planing it until it had eight even sides, 
then taking a piece of glass and making 
it round by scraping off the ridges. 

It wasn’t until I was at Goddard Col- 
lege, Vermont, in 1968, that I started 
building dulcimers. I was running the 
nursery school and kindergarten as a 
2/3 independent study and I was look- 
ing around for a third course that was 
hands-on to offset the people involve- 
ment of my first choice. A workshop in 
musical instruments caught my eye. I 
signed up, realizing that, as a poor col- 
lege student, this was my one chance at 
having a dulcimer for a long time. By 
this time I had seen and played many 
dulcimers as well as met a number of 
builders. I had traveled with Ralph Rin- 
zler into the South to pick up crafts he 
ordered for sale at the Smithsonian’s 
Folklife Festival. This included dul- 
cimers and in the process of picking up 
the instruments, I met the builders. 

On my own I designed an instrument 
by feel — about so big and so wide. A 
friend sent me some guitar backs, Gib- 
son seconds, that weren’t quite long 
enough, so I glued the wood end-to- 


end. I bought ash for the necks and peg- 
heads in a hardware store. I was 
allowed to use the owner’s table saw in 
the basement and I began building, 
positioning the frets by ear. I built five 
dulcimers that semester, two of which I 
sold with the understanding that they 
could be traded in for later models. 
Being hooked on building and being 
intrigued by the effects of construction 
decisions and choice of wood on the 
sound of the instrument, I viewed the 
dulcimer collection at the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington, DC. It was 
inspiring to look over the old instru- 
ments. 

Over the years I kept building dul- 
cimers and experimenting with refine- 
ments. My dulcimers were by choice 
close to the traditional style and sound, 
although I worked on getting more vol- 
ume. I met Lorraine Hammond at a 
Clearwater Sloop festival. In our talk 


she urged me to use a wider neck for 
four-string playing and to make my 
instruments more responsive to finger- 
picking. The following winter I made 
four experimental instruments with 
varying degrees of responsivenes and 
had Lorraine and other dulcimer play- 
ers try them out. The result of that work 
is my current A-model. 

My most recent design was devel- 
oped in collaboration with Richard 
Scholtz of Bellingham, Washington and 
is a six-string dulcimer that can be 
played “guitar style” up on its side. The 
result is a new instrument with a power- 
ful sound different from my others. 

Currently, to celelbrate my twenty- 
five years of building, I am offering a 
special to owners of my mountain dul- 
cimers. I will clean up the finish, adjust 
tuning pegs, replace the ebony bridge 
and nut, and put new strings on for $35 
plus shipping. For any instrument that 
needs more work, I will give a cost esti- 
mate after I see the condition. Owners 
should call me to make arrangements 
(802/767-3790). I would also love to 
hear about players’ experiences with my 
dulcimers. 

For the past few years I have been 
collecting the names and addresses of 
dulcimer teachers in response to the 
many requests I have gotten over the 
years from customers and people that I 
meet at festivals. I plan to make this 
Dulcimer Teachers List available in 
published form as a resource. However, 
I need more names and addresses to 
reach the critical mass to publish it. Any 
dulcimer teachers or organizations who 
would like to be listed are invited to 
send me names and addresses, indicat- 
ing which dulcimer they play. 


Jeremy Seeger 
Box 117 Fassett Hill 
Hancock, VT 05748 
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Dulcimers by Jeremy Seeger. 


Profile: Dorothy Robson pianist, music teacher, 
composer, arranger and music director for the 

White River Valley Players. Most recent show 
directed Into the Woods. Favorite use of the dulcimer 
playing music for small groups of children. 


Owns a Steinway Grand piano. Bought in 1981. 
Reason wanted more sound and playing pleasure. 


Owns a Jeremy Seeger dulcimer. Bought in 1977. 
Reason wanted more sound and playing pleasure. 


For a free brochure and more information on high 
quality dulcimers with a lifetime warranty, write or 
call: 

Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 

PO Box 117 

Hancock, VT 05748 

Tel: 800-700-3790 


24 mw Dulcimer Players News 


n the western mountains of North Carolina lives a dul- 
cimer wizard. His name is Don Pedi (pronounced Peh 
dee). Don has played the mountain dulcimer for over 
twenty-five years. However, he doesn’t play like most 
dulcimer players. While many dulcimer players attended dul- 
cimer festivals and camps to learn their techniques, Don 
developed his style of playing from numerous southern fiddle 
festivals. Never have I heard the magic of the fiddle coming 
from a dulcimer until I heard Don’s dulcimer sing fiddle 
tunes the way an old-time fiddler can make his fiddle sing. 

Over the years, Don has been recognized for his amazing 
style at many festival competitions. He has accumulated over 
thirty First Place festival trophies and awards including 
“Most Outstanding Performer Award” at the oldest on-going 
festival in the U.S. of A., the Mountain Dance and Folk Fes- 
tival in Asheville, North Carolina. Having “retired” from fes- 
tival competitions, Don now concentrates on his numerous 
recordings, his active performing schedule, and his dulcimer 
teaching, in addition to his Tai Chi Chuan classes. 


When did you begin playing the mountain dulcimer? 

In the 60’s a friend brought a dulcimer he made to a beach 
in Maine where we were visiting. He and some other friends 
went for a long walk along the shore. After they came back I 
was playing the dulcimer and had been playing for several 
hours. My friend saw how I was mesmerized and decided to 
give me that dulcimer. 


That's when your dulcimer magic began. Had you seen anyone 
play the dulcimer before you started playing or Is there anyone 
who Influenced you? 

Yeah, I remember seeing Richard Farifia in 1963 before I 
started playing. Later on Margaret MacArthur and Howie 
Mitchell influenced my early playing. 


How would you describe your style now? 

I play a lot of southern fiddle tunes. When playing southern 
fiddle tunes, rhythm is a primary ingredient. That’s why I 
always start with the rhythm when I’m learning a tune. It’s very 
important to feel the way the tune moves before playing it. 


is there any one person that has Inspired your southern fiddle- 
Style dulcimer playing? 

There are many wonderful fiddle players in the mountain 
region, but it was Bruce Greene (a Yancey County, North 
Carolina fiddler) who showed me how to go about learning a 
fiddle tune, and it was he who influenced me the most. Bruce 
has impeccable taste when it comes to these old tunes and his 
versions are incredible. The style of tunes he has collected 
and their rhythms are just perfect for the dulcimer. Some of 
my favorites are “Christmas Eve” and “Old Aunt Jenny with 
Her Nightcap On.” “Rose on the Mountain,” I really love 
that one. 
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You are the only dutcimer player whom | know who Is not given a 
cold shoulder at a fiddle jam. What rules of etiquette did you fol- 
low to receive such an honor? 

Basically, there is a lot of prejudice against dulcimer play- 
ers at fiddle jams. People are people . .. what can I say? A lot 
of times fiddlers have a preconceived notion of what a dul- 
cimer sounds like and usually most can’t hear you anyway. 
Some sessions you just have to be sensitive enough to know if 
the fiddlers want a dulcimer player there or not. 

The big fiddle jam sessions don’t usually care if there’s a 
dulcimer player there. The best thing to do is to sit in the out- 
side area of the circle. That’s how and where you get the 
rhythm of the tune. During the fifteen to twenty minutes a 
tune is being played, a dulcimer player can get the feel of the 
rhythm, as well as some of the notes. 

As you get more confident, know the tunes, and have 
something to add to the jam session, then you can gradually 
go closer in the circle. Really, it’s an energy exchange more 
than anything else. As you have more to add, you increase 
the energy inside the circle. What happens when you gradual- 
ly proceed in this fashion eventually brings an invitation for t 
you to move closer to the center of the circle. A 

When you become one with the music, you generate ener- 
gy which is usually felt by others in the circle. The main thing 
is to be polite. You know, as well as I do, that it’s not hard to 
play soft on a mountain dulcimer. 


ls there any particular fiddle festival that you recommend for 
those dulcimer players who want to be part of a fiddle jam? 

All the festivals vary from year to year. Probably one of 
the best places to go would be the “Old Time Week” at the 
Augusta Heritage Center in Elkins, West Virginia because 
they have different levels of playing there. 

That reminds me of another thing about jamming eti- 
quette. You know it’s best to play with people on your level 
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or slightly above your level. If you’re just learning how to play 
a fiddle tune, you don’t want to sit down and jam with Ken 
Baker. Fiddlers like Ken are playing some sophisticated and 
complicated tunes which a novice’s energy simply cannot 
match. Don’t get me wrong, you do want to be challenged by 
people who are better than you because that’s how you learn. 
However, it is a gradual process. You must be very sensitive 
to jam situations. 

Playing music and sharing techniques with less experi- 
enced players help them along, as well as helping you realize 
how much you do or don’t know about various aspects of 
your music. Also, those willing to take time with less experi- 
enced players may find that more experienced players are 
more willing to share with them. 


Where can DPN readers become familiar with your style of playing? 

I would recommend they spend a week with me at one of 
the summer camps where I teach. I’ve been teaching at 
Augusta during “Old Time Week” or locally at the Blue 
Ridge Mountain Old Time Mountain Music Week in Mars 
Hill, North Carolina. 


How do you go about approaching your classes? 

The main thing is we have a good time joking and sharing 
in and out of class. The second thing is, I don’t teach a lot of 
techniques like many dulcimer teachers do. My emphasis is to 
become one with the music, and the primary way to do that is 
through listening and playing by ear. I’m constantly surprised 
at those players who have not moved beyond the tablature 
and miss the spirit of the music. They might be excellent tech- 
nically, but the essence of energy of the music is missing. This 
can only be achieved through listening and playing by ear. 
You've got to listen. 
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Ml and Friends. Night 
Badger Records_cassette - 


How do you get people to play by ear? Ba 
Singing. If you can whistle or sing a tune, the tune is inter- 
: ; A 
nalized and becomes much more than just a bunch of notes. 5 
The bottom line then is the music becomes a focus for self (Skylark Productions_eag se 
development. To get an external instrument to sing an inter- Mountain apa, Pets 
nal melody is a great personal achievement. = 


dger Records-cassette 


adger Productions cassette 
That is when the magic happens ... Thanks Don. ee 


Don Pedi 
Route 6, Box 214B 
Marshall, N.C. 28753 
704/689-9126 
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CONCERT MODEL 


Keith Young’s newly designed fretted dulcimer is the ultimate 
for the concert performer or those who demand the very best 
in creative design, enhanced sound, playing ease and 
craftsmanship. 


° unique shape 
and soundholes 


* deep soundbox for 
stronger bass response 
and loudness 


* gold planetary tuners 
with rosewood buttons 


* wide rosewood inlaid 
fretboard 


* transducer bridge 
for incredibly natural 
acoustic amplification 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 
Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
Telephone: (703) 941-1071 


Don Pedi Recordings 


"At Once 
Powerful, Sweet 
& Subtle." 


-Old Time Herald 
NEW RELEASE gg 


"The Hog Went 
Through The Fence, 


Yoke And All 


- on CD or Cassette 
DULCIMER CASSETTES: 


SATURDAY NIGHT -Don Pedi & Friends, Dulcimer in a Stringband. 

MOUNTAIN VIEWS -20 Fiddle Tunes on Dulcimer,with Guitar Backup. 
MOUNTAIN MAGIC -Fiddle Favorites for Dulcimer 

MOUNTAIN DULCIMER CHRISTMAS -Seasonal Old Time, and an original. 
SOUTHERN TUNES OF THE CIVIL WAR ERA -Familiar and Archaic Tunes 
from the time of the War Between The States 


Cassettes 10.ea.- CD's 15.ea.. please add 2.for Shipping & Handling 
Send for Free Catalog to: 


GRAPEVINE PRODUCTIONS 
RT.6, Box 214B 
Marshall,NC 28753 (704) 689-9126 
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FOLK FESTIVAL 
i i i i i i i i i i i i i 


APRIL 26, 27,& 28 1996 
NATIONALLY KNOWN ARTISTS 


VARIOUS STYLES... 
& STEP DANCING... 


THE WORKSHOPS...VARIOUS LEVELS... 


BODHRAN... CLOGGING, CONTRA, 
GUITAR... HAMMER DULCIMER... HARMONICA... VOCAL 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER... RECORDER... SPOONS.. 
ZITHER... CRAFTS... LOT’A g 


AUTOHARP... BANJO... 
ENSEMBLE PLAYING... 

FOLK & PARAGUAYAN HARP... 
STORYTELLING... TIN WHISTLE... 


INFO 708 251-6618 
MORAINE VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


PALOS HILLS, IL 


PARTIALLY FUNDED BY THE ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL 
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Old Time Sally Gooden 


Kentucky Traditional Tune — Learned from Don Pedi 


Arr. by Lorraine Lee Hammond 
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Let’s celebrate a great old-timey 
tune and a great old-timey player. The 
name of the tune is “Old Time Sally 
Gooden.” The name of the player is 
Don Pedi. 

Don, from Marshall, North Carolina, 
is not the sort of player who worries 
much about modes and capoes. He 
plays by ear and from the heart and he 
is a joy to listen to, play with, and learn 
from. I learned this tune at a workshop 
he taught in fall, 1994, at the Lowell, 
Massachusetts Annual Fiddle and 
Banjo contest. Known best for his high- 
speed strumming, he also has a master’s 
touch with slower tunes. “Old Time 
Sally Gooden” is one of the latter, a 
Kentucky/North Carolina hybrid that 


Don learned from fiddler Bruce Green. 
Since Don and I developed our styles 
of playing completely independent of 
one another we laugh a whole lot when 
we do workshops together and so do 
our students as we all explore the styles 
and satisfactions of playing. He strums 
out when I strum in, uses his thumb 
when I use my index finger, and yet we 
manage to play exactly the same tune. 
Like me, Don uses four equidistant 
strings. He often uses what I refer to as 
Tuning I, sometimes call Ionian tuning. To 
play in the key of G he tunes as follows: 
Bass string: d below middle c; third: g 
below middle c; second and first: d above 
middle c. To play in the key of A he raises 
each string one whole step to e, a, e', e’. 
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Tunes like this are often called 
‘crooked’ because the A part and B part 
are different lengths. Even though the 
A part is played twice and the B part 
only played once, the B part is longer in 
this tune. “Crooked” tunes can be chal- 
lenging to learn, but the unexpected 
number of beats makes them interesting 
and fun to play. 

“Old Time Sally Gooden” is on 
Don’s newest release, The Hog Went 
Through the Fence, Yoke and AIL. Class 
IV productions, Asheville, North Car- 
olina. 


Lorraine Hammond 
Brookline, Massachusetts 
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Cyntia Smith 


he earliest musical influence 

that I can remember clearly 

were the songs “The Blue-tail 
Fly” and “The Big Rock Candy 
Mountain,” sung by Burl Ives on a 
record my maternal grandparents often 
played for me. My grandparents, Grace 
Sorensen Dimmick and Charles Jeffer- 
son Dimmick, were teachers and per- 
formers of international folk dance and 
belonged to The Silverado Folk Dance 
Club of Long Beach, California. 
Besides hearing many hours of folk 
music from around the world, I was also 
taken to folk dance conventions and 
neighborhood dances. The colorful cos- 
tumes enchanted me, and the many 


Part Time Pleasure String Band 


Traditional Hammered Dulcimer Band 


moods and flavors of the music engaged 
my imagination. My grandmother’s 
interest in the world mythologies and 
Jungian archetypes also rubbed off on 
me, and would show up in some of my 
compositions years later. 

By the time I was fifteen years old, I 
had saved enough money to buy an old 
piano at a garage sale. My mother paid 
for lessons, which lasted two years. For 
Christmas in 1978, while a sophomore 
in college, I received a Folkroots dul- 
cimer from a boyfriend. He played blue- 
grass mandolin and wanted me to back 
him up on the dulcimer. I soon found a 
flyer advertising dulcimer lessons at a 
music store. The teacher turned out to 


be Randy Wilkinson. I took lessons 
from Randy for about six months. His 
emphasis on Elizabethan lute music 
won the heart of my musical tastes. 

A few months later I was off teaching 
beginners at a local stringed instrument 
shop. It was there that I met Dale E. 
Foye, who was employed as a guitar 
repairman. Because Dale was also a 
classical guitar maker, I expressed an 
interest in having a dulcimer as fine as 
his guitars. He said he’d show me how 
to make one. Little did I realize then 
that just a few years later he and I 
would be life partners as well as co-cre- 
ators of the Aeolus dulcimer. I brought 
to this endeavor my requirements as a 


Jane Chevalier 


Instrumentals Featuring Hammered Dulcimer 
Jane Chevalier combines a variety of playing 
styles - from single note reels to waltzes with arpeggio 
embellishments. Each song reflects Jane’s own 


Old But Timely 


arrangements and style. 


Old But Timely 

A collection of traditional folk music from 
Westphalia Waltz and Red Wing to Jane's 
unique waltz-tempo arrangement of 

St. Anne’s Reel. 

Available on cassette - $10.00, plus $2.00 s/h. 


Concerts, Private Parties, Workshops, House Concerts, 
Dances, Craft Shows, Dulcimer Lessons, Schools, Festivals, 
Libraries, Christmas Festivities 


New Recording: PLEASURES PAST * 


To order Cassettes, Send $10.00 each + $2.50 shipping 
to: Billie Westenfelder, 10161 Cedar Rd., 
Chesterland, OH 44026 216/564-9016 


Give us a call. You'll be glad you did! 


Dulcimer Noél ; 
All your holiday favorites, 
accompanied by guitar, cello, violin, 
autoharp and more. Includes: O Come 
All Ye Faithful, a beautiful rendition of 
Away In A Manger, Carol Of The Bells, 
Deck The Halls and many more! 


Available on cassette - $10.00, 
or CD - $15.00, plus $2.00 s/h per item. 


Workshops and lessons available. Wholesale accounts welcome. 
To order, please send check or money order to: 
JANE CHEVALIER 
6635 FORD ROAD 
ANN ARBOR, MI 48105 
For performance or booking, please call (313) 665-2357. 


player: good tone, sustain, and ease of 
playing. Dale brought his expertise in 
supplying these needs technically. He 
blended the heritage of fine Spanish 
guitar construction with the dulcimer to 
make a hybrid “classical” dulcimer. We 
both wanted to see the dulcimer on a 
par with any stringed instrument any- 
where. 

Also during 1979, I met my music 
partner Ruth Barrett. I went to her as a 
student and found out that we played 
beautifully together. Before I left that 
day, we decided we had to do some- 


thing with the music we had created. By 
December of 1980, we were recording 
our first album, Aeolus, and formed our 
own record label, Aeolus Music. The 
name “Aeolus” is from Greek mytholo- 
gy. It is the name of the guardian spirit 
of the four winds, who carries through 
the air all that we hear. Since then 
we've recorded five albums that feature 
traditional British Isles songs, instru- 
mentals, and our original compositions. 
In 1984, Dale and I started our busi- 
ness, Aeolus Acoustic Instruments. He 
does most of the construction while I 
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DISCOGRAPHY 


Aeolus (cassette AMO001-c) 


Music of the Rolling World (cassette 
AMO002-c) 


Deepening (cassette & LP AMO003-c 
or AM003-Ip) 


A Dulcimer Harvest (all instrumental, 
cassette & CD AM004-c or 
AM004-cd) 


The Heart is the Only Nation (cassette 
& CD AM005-c or AMO005-cd) 


assist him. I design and carve the sound 
holes and the inlaid hardwood 
“rosettes.” I also design and cut any cus- 
tom-ordered mother-of-pearl or abalone 
inlays for the headstock and fretboard. 
Dale still builds classical guitars and has 
added Flamenco guitars to his reper- 
toire. Most recently, I’ve been enthralled 
with Flamenco music on the dulcimer, 
picking up what I can from Dale and his 
guitar teacher, John Simpson. 

The dulcimer has given me a means 
to express myself, and I try to pass this 
ability on to my students. In teaching, I 
stress the importance of basic chord flu- 
ency and an efficient fingering method 
so players can be more free to express 
themselves. When I’m not giving con- 
certs with Ruth, composing, arranging 
for the dulcimer, teaching students, or 
working in our shop, one can find me 
gardening with our outdoor cat, “Too- 
Many-Toes.” 


Recordings: Aeolus Music, 

PO Box 1608, Topanga, CA 90290 
Cyntia Smith: Aeolus Acoustic 
Instruments, 13711 Richardson Way, 
Westminster, CA 92683 


Music follows on page 31 
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AUTOHARP 
PLAYERS! 


j.a.d. Publications 
——@—— _ sells autoharp books, 
recordings, strings, 
and accessories. 
Write for a complete order form. 


THE ULTIMATE ™ HAMMERED  DULCIMER STAND 


Fully HEIGHT ADJUSTABLE 
Fully PLAY ANGLE ADJUSTABLE 


ADJUSTABLE, PADDED INSTRUMENT 
HOLDER _ will fit most 3 Octave 
and larger Dulcimers * 


i.a.d. Publications, Box 504-D 


Brisbane, CA 94005 Optional stand mounted music holder 


415/467-1700 (M-F 10-3 Pacific Time) 


Compact "footprint" 


Sturdy, steady, steel construction 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
STAND $199.00 


MUSIC HOLDER $35.00 
add $12.00 shipping in Continental U.S. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-433-3655 From: 


FOLKCRAFT INSTRUMENTS, P.O. BOX 807, WINSTED, CT 06098 
*Verticle height adjustment range: 18 - 26 ins. Available soon: 13 - 23 inch adjustable 


$11.50 prepald 


Denise Gulllory 


109 Pine Lane 
Mandeville, LA 70471 


Cassettes : 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: If, after examination, you're not totally satisfied. 


Dixieland Dulcimer 
Favorites 


eS a. 


Jean’s Dulcimer Shop 


P.O. Box #18, Highway 32 
Cosby, Tennessee 37722 
Phone: (423) 487-5543 


SERVING THE NEEDS OF THE FOLK AND HOMEMADE MUSIC WORLDS 
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BOWED & PLUCKED PSALTERIES 


Specializing in handcrafted folk instruments and everything for them -- 


FINISHED INSTRUMENTS, KITS, BUILDERS' SUPPLIES, CASES, 
ACCESSORIES, BOOKS, RECORDINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS, 
FOLK TOYS AND A VARIETY OF HAND CRAFTS. 


Our catalog offers a uniquely diverse selection for your musical needs. 
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by Cyntia Smith 
© 1990 


Music and Arrangement 


Dale Emerson Foye 


Tuning CGC 
Do-sol-do 
1-5-8 
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This tune can be heard on the Aeolus recording, A Dulcimer Harvest 
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by Mazurka Wojciechowska 
Chicago, Illinois 


The folk music and songs of Slovakia 
are unfamiliar to many Americans. This 
is not surprising, since throughout most 
of its history, Slovakia was simply con- 
sidered the northern portion of Hun- 
gary. Even now, very little is known 
about the eastern third of the former 
Czechoslovakia. The Slovaks, however, 
have always had their own rich folk 
music tradition. It continues to thrive in 
spite of recent political changes which 
have made government support of ama- 
teur and professional folk ensembles 
much more difficult than in the past. 


The cimbal, or concert grand of ham- 
mered dulcimers, is an integral part of 
Slovak folk music. A majestic, chromat- 
ic instrument, up to 5-1/2 octaves in 
range, it lends the standard cimbalova 
hudba or cimbal folk band its distinct, 
exotic flavor. Grouped around the cim- 
bal you will find violins, a clarinet and 
string bass. The cimbal player can pro- 
vide a solid percussive rhythm, brilliant 
solo passages rife with chromaticism, or 
a delicate tremolo. Cimbal bands can be 
found all over Slovakia but mainly along 
the Carpathian mountain range from 
the eastern portion of the country 
known as Saris/Zemplin, through the 
central region of Podpol’amoe, to the 


oO 

western areas of Myjava and Zahorie. 
Just over the border in the eastern 
Czech region of Moravia, one can also 
find cimbal ensembles of stellar quality. 

What does Slovak folk music sound 
like? Many people instantly compare it 
to Hungarian folk music. There are 
many beautiful Slovak cardase, or 
csardases, the tunes of which may have 
originated in Hungary. Indeed, as Slo- 
vakia was under Hungarian rule for so 
long, it is only natural that the same 
melodies would be found on both sides 
of the border. Some characteristics of 
Slovak folk music are the predominance 


of duple time, harmonic cadence pro- 
gressions of II-7—V-I, “mirror image” 
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| "YOUR SILVER TAPE "EXCELLENT, 
IS GOLDEN, VERY THE RESULT 
BEAUTIFUL": IS INTRIGUING 


BONNIE CAROL ARIZONA DAILY STAR 


ORIGINAL 
INSTRUMENTALS 
$11.50 POST PAID TO 


OTHE 
*CRAZY CREEK"* "ARM & HAMMER” 


A BLEND OF 
TRADITIONAL 
AND 
INSPIRED 


TO ORDER A 
CASSETTE SEND 


ANNA DUFF 

PO. BOX 641 

ST. DAVID, AZ 85630 
520-720-4965 


R TAPES AVAILABLE 


From McClure Productions, Music for the Holidays! 
NEW WORLD CHRISTMAS 


Featuring Glenn McClure: Hammer Dulcimer, Saxes 
Ted Canning: Tenor Steel Drum, Percussion 
Karen Canning: Cello, Bass 


Favorites like Joy to the World, Silent Night and Greensleeves in 
all-new arrangements inspired by salsa, calypso, samba and 
jazz - this is not your ordinary Christmas fare! 
Cassettes: $10.00, CD's $15.00, plus $1.25 postage per item (NYS 
residents add your sales tax). Send orders and inquiries to: 


McClure Productions, P.O. Box 293, Geneseo, NY 14454 
Phone & Fax: (716) 243-0324 


rhythm, and irregular phrasing. In Slo- 
vakia it is not uncommon to find songs 
structured in combinations of 3-, 4-, and 
5-measure phrases. 

Another trait worth mentioning is a 
rhythmic rubato. In a measure of 2/4 
time, beat one is slightly shortened; the 

‘“and” of one is lengthened. Beat two is 
also cut, though not as much as beat 
one, and the extra time is allotted to the 
“and” of two. This gives the impression 
of a hesitation in the rhythm. This phe- 
nomenon is most common in tunes of 
moderate tempo, and is much more 
pronounced in Slovak than in Hungari- 
an folk music. 

I researched Slovak music for many 
years before I learned to play the ham- 
mered dulcimer. As a co-artistic direc- 
tor of the Slavic Projection Folk 
Ensemble, a Chicago-based group dedi- 
cated to performing and preserving the 
folk music of Eastern Europe, I was 
looking for a way to add more Slovak 
material to our repertoire. I took up the 
hammered dulcimer in 1989 because I 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
Handcrafted in Appalachian Hardwoods 


by Jim Miller 


12/11 — $450.00 
15/14 — $600.00 
Hardshell Case — $120.00 
Stand — $30.00 
Hammers — $10.00 
Shipping — $15.00 


P.O. Box 228 
Hampton, Tennessee 37658 
(615) 725-3191 


wanted to play the tunes on an instru- 
ment that could approximate the sound 
of a cimbal but would be much easier to 
transport to gigs! These melodies are 
very adaptable to the hammered dul- 
cimer, and, as my playing improved, I 
was able to add the characteristic orna- 
mentation: passing tones, mordants, 
arpeggios and scales. 

I first had an opportunity to do 
research in Slovakia during the summer 
of 1991. I recorded dozens of songs, 
notated texts, and learned from local 
musicians, both amateur and profes- 
sional. Two of the most helpful were 
Milan Basnar of Myjava and Miroslav 
Dudik of Bratislava. Mr. Basnar 
(b.1936) is a farmer and folk singer who 
collects not only songs but also beauti- 
ful antique ceramics. Mr. Dudik (b. 
1950) is a professional violinist and the 
leader of two large folk orchestras and 
one small cimbal band. 

One of the most pleasurable aspects 
of doing research in Slovakia is meeting 
all the wonderful people who sing and 
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play the songs and being able to sit and 
talk with them, not just as student and 
teacher, but as friends. I learned many 
songs one evening over homemade 
sausage and slivovica, in Milan Basnar’s 
country cottage just outside Myjava. 
Seven of us sat around a small table, me 
with my tape recorder and my note- 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


HANDCRAFTED, SOLID WOOD 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 


BOOKS and TAPES 


WALNUT - CHERRY - CEDAR 
SITKA SPRUCE 
SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 
FREE BROCHURE - PICTURES 
SEND S.A.S.E. 


JOESANGUINETTE 301 Cliff Drive 
Branson, Missouri 65616 - (417) 334-5388 
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book, Mr. Basnar and Mr. Dudik with 
their infinite patience and typical Slovak 
hospitality (“Have another shot, Mag- 
gie, this stuff’s really good for you!”), 
their wives, and assorted relatives. Mr. 
Dudik and his uncle Jaroslav were kind 
enough to bring their violins and play. 
We partied on until midnight, singing 
rowdy songs, joking and laughing. It was 
in this atmosphere that I collected the 
song I am sharing with the readers of 
Dulcimer Players News. 

In the summer of 1993 I had a 
chance to show what I had learned 
when I returned to Slovakia, this time 
as a performer with the Slavic Projec- 
tion Folk Ensemble. We played at three 
festivals, two Slovak and one Moravian, 
and gave concerts in ten cities. We were 
thrilled to discover that our favorite 
Slovak songs were their favorites as 
well. Our audiences sang right along 
with us! Being a Pan-Slavic ensemble, 
we also performed music of the Czech 
Republic, the Balkans and Poland. It 
was their own songs, however, which 


The San Francisco Bay Area's source for 
eHammered and Mountain Dulcimers 

e Bowed Psalterys * Tapes & CDs 
eAccessories e Books and Instructione 


ES New Release 


brought the most applause. What better 
testimony to the allure of this tiny 
nation’s folk music than the fact that it 
had captured the attention of foreigners 
having neither Slovak nor Czech 
blood?! 

The songs of Myjava and the sur- 
rounding area are elegant and charm- 
ing; many of them have been recorded 
by Miroslav Dudik and his various 
ensembles. The song, though dating 
back more than a century, is well known 
and still sung today in Slovakia. The 
text is in the western dialect of Slovak 
spoken in Myjava. 

Slovak is, of course, a Slavic lan- 
guage. It is similar to Czech, but a little 
softer. If you understand Polish or Rus- 
sian, you will not have much trouble 
with Slovak, either. “C”, “S” and “Z” 
are pronounced “ch”, “sh”, “zh”; a 
mark over a vowel, called a d‘Izen, or 
lengthener, means that vowel is held 
longer, but not necessarily accented. It 
is the combination of long and short 
vowels which gives Slovak distinctive 


rhythm. With a very few exceptions, you 
will not find “long” vowels in adjoining 
syllables. 

Because in Slovak songs the melodic 
line is always shaped to the rhythm of 
the text and not the other way around, I 
am providing literal rather than poetic 
translations. The song sounds best sung 
in the original language. 

The Slovaks consider their folk music 
a national treasure, and rightly so. I 
hope the readers of DPN enjoy the 
selection I have transcribed for ham- 
mered dulcimer. If anyone would like 
more information on any of the subjects 
covered here, please send me a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope and I will 
be glad to reply. E& 
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A_SOLLOWING WIND 


traditional music from Celtic shores 


Glenn Morgan's hot hammering in lush arrangemento | 
| with fiddle, cello, oboe, guitar, recorder, melodeon, 

A compelling musical 
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Free Catalog 
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Ej, U Kacenky Na Doline 


sung by Miroslav Dudik (b. 1950) 


Ej, u Ka-Cen - ky na do- li - ne Ej, u Ka-éen - ky na do- li- ne 


tam si ko - nf - thy na-po-ji-me, Tam si ko - nf - éky na- po - ji - me. 


Tam si ko - ni - éky na-po- jf - me. Tam si ko- ni - éky na-po- ji-me, 
G D Bm Em A D 
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tam si dief - éen - ce vy-to-éi-me, tam si dief- gen - ce vy-to- & - me. 
Translation: 
Vs 3: Tam si diefGence vytotime (2x) Hey, at Kathy's in the valley (2x) 
Sve mamicky si rozhnevame. (2x) There we will water our horses. (2x) 


There we will water our horses (2x) 
Vs 4: Ej, mamka, mamka, éo robite,. (2x) There we will spin the girls around,(2x) 
Ked nam vy Ancu dat nescete? (2x) 
There we will spin the girls around (2x) 
We will get our mothers angry. (2x) 


Hey, mother, mother, what are your doing (2x) 
When you won't give Annie to us? (2x) _ 


Mazurka (Maggie) Wojciechowska was She has done research on Slavic music since __ studies foreign languages, parties with 
born in Chicago in 1957 Raised ina musical —_ 1971 and is a skilled arranger, writing for friends and cares for her baby iguana, Chris. 
family, she has studied piano, cello, violin chorus, orchestra, and small vocal/instru- 
and hammered dulcimer and was graduated — mental ensembles. Maggie Wojciechowska 
cum laude from the American Conservatory When she is not teaching workshops on  —-.2214 Wilson 
of Music with a degree in vocal performance. Slavic music, performing, or practicing, she + Chicago, Illinois 60625 


Eurotunes 


by David Moore 


“fn Taberna”: 
a Song from the Carmina Burana 


Fall has come again. The leaves are 
turning and the cold rains of October 
sweep down across Europe. The long 
days of summer are but a memory. 
Night soon will dominate. 

In southern Germany, the monaster- 
ies at Andechs and Benedictbeurn rise 
above the mist- covered frosty fields. 
Andechs is renowned as a brewer of 
beers and as the final repose of compos- 
er Carl Orff (1895-1982). The Benedic- 
tine Monastery at Beuren is known as 
the source of the Carmina Burana, or 
the Songs of Benedictbeurn. This collec- 
tion of Medieval songs is attributed to 
the Goliards, a group of itinerant clergy 
that wandered the European country- 
side. The authorship of the individual 


poems is unknown; they date from a 
period extending from the eleventh to 
the thirteenth centuries. In 1937, Orff 
adapted the poems and set them to new 
music. His popular adaptation is widely 
known. However, the original musical 
notation for a number of the poems also 
exists. They were written using a system 
of notation called neumes. This system 
of notation preserved the lesser-known 
original melody of “In Taberna.” 

As the storms of cold, dark autumn 
and winter swept across twelfth-century 
Europe, the tavern offered a place of 
warmth and light, of music and enter- 
tainment, of companionship. The words 
of “In Taberna” celebrate time spent in 
the tavern. Life in twelfth-century 
Europe also tended to be short and the 
Goliards believed that one should make 
the most of each moment. The Latin 
lyrics share this sentiment, too. 

Dancerye, an ensemble to which I 
belong, includes this song in one of our 
medleys. The Appalachian dulcimer 
players in the ensemble tune their 


instruments to D-A-dd and place a capo 
over the first fret, producing an E-B-ee 
tuning. The tune is strummed, with a 
slight accent on the down beats. A num- 
ber of recordings of the full Carmina 
Burana are available. Riccardo Muti 
recorded the Orff version for EMI. 
René Clemencic recorded the original 
version on Harmonia Mundi. Both are 
available on CD from music stores. “In 
Taberna” is also included on the Voy- 
ager CD-ROM So I’ve Heard series. 

The tune and tablature were done in 
Composer’s Mosaic, Version 1.4.1, from 
Mark of the Unicorn. The verse is set in 
Monotype Colmcille. All the work was 
done on a Macintosh IIsi. 

As always, readers are welcome to 
write. My mail address is either in care 
of this magazine or in care of Mountain 
Dulcimer Services, Post Office Box 358, 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701. I may 
be reached via the Internet, too: my 
Email address is dtmoore@clark.net. I 
hope you enjoy this tune. We’ll meet 
again in the winter. E& 
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20 Christmas carols 

arranged for the 

intermediate level 
mountain dulcimer player by Larry 
Conger, the 1995 Southern Regional 
Mountain Dulcimer Champion. This 
collection includes tablature, chords, 
musical notation & historical notes. 


$6.95 + $1.00 shipping 
from 


CONGERGATION MUSIC 
P.O. Box 131 
Paris, TN 38242 


also available 
Hymns of Faith 
21 all-time favorite hymns 
for intermediate level players 


$7.95 + $1.00 shipping 


(616) 858-6371 | 
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A Celtic ee on Harp and Hammer Dulcimer 
by Nancy Bick Clark & Sara Johnson 
All instrumental traditional and original Celtic music, harp and dulcimer duets 


“Sensuous and evocative- the heavenly harmonies of harp and harrmered dulcimer 
are entwined with crystalline delicacy... “- Glenn Morgan, Fishbite Recardings 


ToOrder Tape $10.00/ CD $15.00 plus $1.40 Shipping to 
Sara Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, Gncinnati, OH 45215 (513) 761-7585 


Jeannie Tomanica 
8250 Mt. Garfield 
Nunica, MI 49448 
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La Taberna 


Anonymous ( From the Carmina Burana, a 12th Century German mass) 
D-A-dd (1-5-8): Capo 1 (E-B-ee Arrangement and Tablature for Dulcimer: David T Moore, 1995 


quan-do su-mus, non-cur-am-us, quid sit hu-mus, 


sed ad 


ee ee eee en ee A | 
Ee pe 6 0 RN: FR | RN (> Ds a a ye | | 


lud - um pro - per-am - us, cui sem-per in - sud-am-us. 


Quid ag - at - ur in tab - er - na, ub - i num-mus est pin-cer-na, 


hoc estop - us, ut quer-at - ur, sed quid loq-uar, au-di -at-ur. 
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Arrangement and Tablature © Copyright 1995, David T Moore. All Rights Reserved. 
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FIRESIDE CHRISTMAS cs 


Instrumental Music by THe Wildwood Dulcimers © !385 
SideA: Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming * O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel ¢ Sherburne Away In A Manger ¢ God Rest 
You Merry, Gentlemen/Masters In This Hall * Silent Night 


Side B: Greensleeves « Forest Green ¢ Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head 
© N&el Nouvelet ¢ | Wonder As | Wander * The Ash Grove 


Appalachian dulcimer, flute, guitar, violin, MacArthur harp and autoharp 


Order From: Wildwood Dulcimers, P.O. Box 7408, Kingsport, TN 37664 
$12.00 postpaid In the U.S. — Check or money order, please. 


Taylor (Made Dulcimers 


Mountain Dulcimers meticulously handcrafted by Bill Taylor. 
* 3 basic models * Custom orders gladly accepted * 
* Cassettes, books and accessories * Send SASE for brochure * 


TAYLOR MADE DULCIMERS 
790 McMahan Hollow Rd. 
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863 
(615) 428-8960 


limer Jestival , 


Lua 


Qecem ber 7_ e 
Unicoi Lodge at 
Unicor State Fark in the 
Appalachian Foothills nearJtelen, GA 


FEATURED ARTISTS 
Larkin Bryant Tull Glazener and others! 


Workshops at all levels 
Vendors Fair 


Friday & Saturday Concerts Open Stag: 
Saturday Night Dance Sunday Gospel Hour 


Registration Information contact: — North Georgia Foothills Dulcimer Association 


Or Call: 


¢, 
This program is funded in part by the Georgia Council for the Arts or 
through Appropriations from the Georgia General Assembly. 


| SF by Tull Glazener 


ncluded among all the rest stops 
along the Information Super- 
highway (better known as the 
Internet, or just the ’net) are a 
number of sites of interest to dulcimer 
players (both the fretted and the ham- 
mered type). The purpose of this new 
column will be to inform dulcimer play- 
ers with access to the ’net what those 
sites are, what resources they offer, and 
how to connect with them. Resources 
include such things as mailing lists, 
internet-wide interest groups (also 
known as Usenet news groups), and 
“world wide web” sites. There are 
already hundreds of music-related 
resources available on the ’net, and 
more are being added daily. 

All you “net surfers” out there are 
encouraged to share your favorite Inter- 
net sites/resources with the DPN read- 
ership by sending a brief description 
along with the access instructions to: 
Tull Glazener, 6936 West 71st Street, 
Indianapolis, IN 46278-1609 or, better 
yet, e-mail it to me at: 
tull@falcon.iupui.edu 

The column will also include a ques- 
tion/answer section, so send any ques- 
tions (or better yet, answers) you may 
have about Internet access to the same 
address listed above. 

To get the ball rolling, here are four 
dulcimer-related resources available on 
the ’net: 

Sweet Music List is an e-mail list 
devoted to the discussion of all aspects 
of selecting, playing, and building the 
Appalachian (aka “mountain” or “fret- 
ted”) dulcimer. All messages sent to the 
list address are automatically forwarded 


Our list has grown, and, alas, the 
length of Dulcimer Players News hasn’t. 
There just isn’t room in this issue for 


Dulcimers in Cyberspace 


to everyone who has subscribed to the 
list. To subscribe, send a message to: 
majordomo@clearspring.com with the 
following text in the “body” of the mes- 
sage: subscribe dulcimer-list or sub- 
scribe dulcimer-list-digest (The former 
results in a separate message for each 
post; the latter results in a single mes- 
sage daily with all of that day’s posts 
included). Any problems, suggestions, 
or questions about this list should be 
directed to Jason Creager, the “list 
owner/moderator,” at dulcimer-list- 
owner@clearspring.com 


Hammerd is an e-mail list devoted to 
all aspects of playing and/or building 
the hammered dulcimer. All messages 
sent to the list address are reviewed by 
the list moderator (Bill Paulson) for 
appropriateness, and then forwarded on 
to everyone who has subscribed. To sub- 
scribe, send a message to: 
hammerd@mcs.com with the following 
text in the body of the message: sub- 
scribe hammerd (note that “hammerd” 
is spelled with a single “e”). 


rec.music.makers. dulcimer is a “usenet 
news group” devoted to the discussion 
of all aspects of both kinds of dulcimers, 
and related instruments (zithers, schei- 
tholts, etc.). Newsgroups are accessed 
via “news reader” software, which varies 
depending on Internet access (e.g. 


[/t=|22nenen))eeeeee ne Q\\="\ 
P/#=/2nenennnn)Qenenean===(\\="\ 
Pit=|-eeeeenn es) )ae ene = O\\='\ 
Pi#=/aen0=_sne==)Qennnen 
["Htalannan(_)=ne=|Qnnnnnenennen=O\\="\ 
Ey) a =_s«====(\\="\ 
P/it=/tcnem eee) (_) eee O\\="\ 


[Hte/2neneseeenennen)]) ene e eee eeeesese=(Q\\="\ 
Pitn[oaneeenennenecsn]Qecseneneesxe=e===(\\="\ 


P/ta/222 nn eene nena ne)) ane ce neneneneneen(\\="\ 


our new crop of names and e-mail 
addresses. For a copy of list additions, 
send us a stamped, self-addressed enve- 
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AOL, Compuserve, Prodigy, etc., all 
may have different ways to access the 
news groups). Check with your particu- 
lar Internet access provider to find out 
how to access usenet news groups, then 
use the above news group name. 


Finally, I’d like to mention a wonder- 
ful resource on the world wide web for 
hammered dulcimer players/builders, 
maintained by Bob Gotwals. You'll 
need some sort of “web browser” soft- 
ware to access the “web” (examples are 
Lyn Mosaic, and, my personal favorite, 
Netscape). Again, check with your 
access provider to find out how to do 
this. To access the hammered dulcimer 
“page,” point your web browser at: 
http://tfnet.ils.unc.edu/~gotwals/hd/dul- 
cimer.html. Bob has included a begin- 
ners corner, a section for builders, a 
section listing upcoming festivals and 
workshops, a section for listing dul- 
cimer-related books and publications 
(DPN is included!), and links to many 
other excellent resources. With the 
proper software, you can even view 
images of instruments, and listen to 
audio files of dulcimer music. 

I hope this has whetted your appetite 
to start exploring the Internet. In future 
columns, we will discuss access to some 
of these resources in more depth. In the 
meantime, see you ’round the ’net! 


This was seen at the end of 
an e-mail message from 
John Lionarons 


johnlion@omni.voicenet.com 


lope. Someday we’ll figure out how to 
send you the list via e-mail. 
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Cardboard Mountain 


Dulcimers DULCIMER 


MAaking for fun & profit 


; Shows all the steps in making a beautiful hourglass style Mt. dulcimer, 
Sturdy, inexpensive full-sized dulcimers including the mould, bending sides, laying out fretboards, inlaying pearl, 
for schools and beginners. $49. Solid finishing, etc. Includes plans and sources of materials. 


wood fretboard, geared tuners, painted 
corrugated soundbox. Extra strings, sd $39 Burl F. Updyke 


rainbag, playing manual included. plus $2. shipping RR#3, Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 
Hearing is believing, so we offer a 30- 
day money-back guarantee. 


Group and School Discounts 


Precut dulcimer kits for novice builders, 


frets installed, two-hour assembly with na S 2 Ron E wing D Uu Ic 1m ers 


no sharp or unusual tools. Age 10 to 224 East Maynard 


adult. $39. 20,000 sold since 1979. ~~ a Seton R it 
a, See olumbus, Ohio 


: ‘ 614-263-7246 
Books for beginners and their teachers: z 


Meet the Friendly Dulcimer, the basics 
Easy as 123, 50 tunes , ages 8-adult 
The Mt. Dulcimer, for music teachers CAPOS 
F ; Maple/ Walnut overla 
NEW! by Lois Hornbostel: P y 
The Classroom Dulcimer 10-adult & Brass pte 


Ebony or Rosewood overlay 


k , B 7 & Pearl Snowflake, $14 
_ a call Gold or Black Aluminum, $16 (Postpaid). Send SASE for brochure. 


203-281-4515 from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


Celebrate the Season 


with a 
Dulcimer Afghan! 


Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers, 
Bowed Psalteries — woven together 
in 100% cotton, hunter green/cream. 
fh Custom designed — totally unique. 
afl | Size: 48" x 63" 
Ie Cost: $45.00 + $4.50 UPS 
mi (Arkansas residents add 6.5%, 


[ 


Sif 1 | NC add 6% sales tax) 
|| 
| 


ORDER FROM: 


SONG OF THE WOOD McSPADDEN 
203 W. State St. - DPN INSTRUMENTS 
Black Mtn., NC 28711 P.O. Box 1230 - DPN 

Phone & FAX: Mtn. View, ARK 72560 
(704) 669-7675 Phone: (501) 269-4313 
FAX: (501) 269-5283 


Check, money order or major credit cards accepted. 
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in th e F / elds Arr by Leigh Ann Hardcastle 


Abiding 


Traditional Welsh 


Cleburne, Texas 


Christmas Carol 


Moderately slow 


Three Recordings of 
Mountain Dulcimer 
Instrumentals by 


Steven K. Smith 
A Brand New Day 


Tunesmith 
Cassettes $10.00 ea 


Dandelions & Tulips 
CD Compilation of the tapes $15:00 
Mail orders to: 

Steven K. Smith, 429 Park Ave 


Newark, OH 43055 
Please add $1.00 S&H per order 
Ohio residents please add 6% sales tax 


oe % 


Darn elions 


Tanto Tunes, Oriel Melodies 
Baroque to the Blues 

For information call 614-349-8192 

email 74040.2063@compuserve.com 


Bear Meadow 


Appalachian Dulcimers 


Bob Thomason.....Unplugged ! 
Wanna hear a dulcimer instead of a string band ? Then check out these recordings by 
Bob Thomason. Mountain dulcimer as it was meant to be . Pure and clean with tasteful 
use of accompaniment so the dulcimer is the star. 


"There Is A Season" is a solo dulcimer tape including : Moming has Broken , Jesu , Joy of Man's 
Desiring , Greensleeves and 8 other tunes all in DAD . Not an instructional tape but a great intro to 
the Mixolydian mode . 

“Also available: 

“Wayfaring Stranger" - features title cut , Haste to the Wedding , Danny Boy and 12 others . 

" [ll Fly Away” - Traditional hymns , Amazing Grace , Sweet Hour of Prayer and others. 

“Hearthside Chnstmas" - Traditional hymns and carols , Silver Bells , Silent Night and others. 

"Riders in the Sky": title cut , Tennessee Waltz , Ashokan Farewell and others. 


A epee eres 10.08 ee mc, visa, Discover accepted Dealer inquiries welcome. 
Bob Thomason 


POB 570 Helen , Ga. 30545 credit card orders 1-800-898-3149 
information 706-878-3149. 


“Lit'l Buddy” 


puleimer Picks 


Designed for 
Tonal Quality 


D.M. Rolph 
PO. Box 259 
Melbourne, KY 41059 
(606) 781-9334 


Bear Meadow Folk Instruments 
Dwain Wilder, luthier 

289 Rich’s Dugway 

Rochester, NY 14625 

(716) 288-5031 


INTRODUCING _ | he Concert Series 


The Baby Grand 


A teardrop with surprising depth of voice 


and exquisite ornamentation 


The Swan 


A suikingly gravetal performance instrument 


with superb acoustics 


The Concert Grand 
Masterfully elegant presence, 
authoritative sound 


Write or call for a brochure, or to discuss a custom design : 


I play Dwain's dulcimers in recording, performing, and for the sheer pleasure of it. LORRAINE LEE HAMMOND 
Dwain, I take your dulcimer wherever I go. It's rapidly becoming a favorite with all who hear it. JEAN RITCHIE 


Dulcimer Music by Tull Glazener 


Recordings 

Cassette tapes featuring both mountain and hammered 

dulcimers with guitar, autoharp and button accordion. 
Digitally mastered. 


Dulcified Volume 2 .. . William Tell 
Overture, Abide with Me, Vincent, When You 
. . Order #C003 . .$10 
Dulcified . . Paganini Theme, Misty, Hewlett, Down 


Yonder, C uckoo's Nest, Sunny Side of the Street, 
Ashokan Farewell, 9 more . . .Order #C001 .. .$10 


CT — rire Ltt tf 


Waltzing with the Mountain Dulcimer . . . 18 waltzes 
including Skater’s Waltz, My Own Home, Cowboy's Waltz, Ash 
Grove, 2 Bach Minuets .. Order #C002...$10 


Tablature Books 
Mountain dulcimer arrangements in DAD tuning, some with 
capo. Includes melody line in standard musical notation and 
back-up chords with suggested fingerings. 


Waltzing With the Mountain Dulcimer . . 18 tunes from the 
same titled recording. .. Order #B001...$10 


Dulcified . .. many of the arrangements from both 
Dulcified recordings ... Order #B002 . . $12.00 


Add $2.00 shipping for first item, 
$.50 for each additional item. 
Send check or money order to: 


Tull Glazener, 6936 W 71st Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46278-1609 


SOLACE 
Janica Baker 


An instrumental recording of 
solo fingerpicking dulcimer 

Solace + Fishin’ Blues « Cry Me A River 
Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring + Bink's Waltz 

Yesterday » Swan Lake = Clair de Lune 

Snowy Owl » Wylla's Waltz 
Stormy Weather*: Yellow Bird* 
When You Wish Upon A Star* 

(*not included in tab book) 


CD $16.50 postpaid 
@ Cassette $11.50 postpaid 
a —> Tablature Book. $17.00 postpaid 


Available from: 
Blue Lion Musical Instruments 
4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 95453 
(805) 438-5569 


Wish Upon a Star, Stars and Stripes, 11 more. 


e224) Hand Crafted 


HUDSON 


Hammered Dulcimers 


A Tradition of 
Excellence 


"Hear the HUDSON Difference - 
No Other Like It In The World... 


Starting As Low As $450.00 


201 N. Colorado St., P.O. Box 1710, Whitney TX 76692 


(817) 694-4229 


Jerry & Laura Hudson 


Dulcimer-Friendly 


Worship, Vol. I 


the season of ADVENT 
The Coming of the Lord 
Hymntunes Arranged 

for Fretted Dulcimer 

by Steven B. Eulberg 
Foreword by Esther Kreek 


ISBN 0-9639663-0-8 47pp + xi 
$9.95 +$1.50S&H 
(MO residents add 64¢ sales tax) 
Order from: 
Owl Mountain Music 
PO Box 4485-DPNA 
Kansas City, MO 64127-0485 
For information call 
(816)231-1995 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


“The use of the dulcimer in 
worship services takes us back to a 
simpler, unhurried time. 

The sweet song of the dulcimer 
tells us to relax, take a deep breath 
and listen for that still, small voice.” 

—Esther Kreek 


iy Hammered Dulcimer 


by Linda Lowe Thompson 


ike putting tunes together with no break between 
them. I don’t know whether this originated from my lis- 
ening to the huge numbers of traditional music record- 
ngs on which this was done or whether it stemmed 
from my not wanting to have to think of something to say in 
performance between each tune. Whatever this habit’s begin- 
nings, I have found countless ways to associate tunes. 

The following are two of my favorite Bonaparte tunes. I 
like them played together, although neither the keys nor the 
feel of the pieces would suggest doing this, at first glance. I 
know of people who think that, if there is so little similarity 
between the keys, you should play a bridge between the 
tunes. I don’t. As Nike says: Just Do It. 

Rhine is march-like, Rockies is faster. It would probably 
work out best to play Rhine first, at a speed of about a 
metronome marking a half note at 104 and play Rockies sec- 
ond, at about a quarter note at 104. That will make 2 beats 
per measure on each tune. I do play them in that order. How- 
ever, I tend to play Rhine at about a half note at 112 so, con- 
sequently, I play Rockies at a quarter note at 112, which fairly 
rips through that tune. 


I gather that “Caledonian March” is the more common 
title for “Bonaparte Crossing the Rhine.” It’s almost certainly 
a Scottish tune, although also found in Irish books. Forms of 
this tune have been joined to religious texts in the shape-note 
hymnbooks, hence the alternate title of “Star of Bethlehem.” 

Would you like to devise some back-up for Rockies? It’s 
an A-Dorian tune and, here, I’ve used only the chords of Am 
and G. Try leaving out all the thirds in your backup: no C’s in 
the Am chords; no B’s in the G chords. The back-up example 
should give you some ideas on which to build. 


Eleven percent of Americans who suffer from indigestion 
would rather retake the SAT than watch a Jesse Helms fili- 
buster. Sixteen percent of the people who voted for Perot 
believe that, if dolphins were really smart, they could find a 
way to get out of fishing nets. For similar answers to all the 
most important questions in your life, contact me at 1114 
Vine Street, Denton, TX 76201. Phone: 817/387-4001. Fax: 
817/387-4001. 


iD 


P.O. Box 7393 * Olympia WA 98507 * (206) 357-6523 * FAX (206) 352-0140 


J. iompan Alley Music Presents: 


OMPAN ALL 


Tiompan: the Irish 
hammered & plucked 
dulcimer, by David 
James, All-Ireland 
Champion. 60 minutes 
of Irish reels, jigs, 
unique airs; with 
fiddles, keyboard, 
bouzouki, bodhran. 
One wild Bulgarian 
tune with clarinet, 
kaval & drum. Cassette 
($11 ppd) and Compact 
Disc ($16 ppd). 


DAVID JAMES and KIM HOFFMANN: hammered 
dulcimers, tin whistles, free reeds, fiddles, keyboards, 
guitars, mandolins, bodhrans and songs. Booking 
performances, festivals and workshops. 

“Among my happiest ‘discoveries’ of the year!" 
Ann Schmid, Dir., Stringalon 

"Conscious and faithful not only to the nied, but the spirit” 
Arts Indiana 

"Form the nucleus for the fun" 
The Vidette-Messenger (Porter, IN) 

Tiompdn Alley Music 
916 Emerson Avenue, South Bend, IN, 46615 
Telephone (219) 288-4326 


Bonaparte 
Crossing 
the Rhine 


Bonaparte 
Crossing 

the Rocky 
Mountains 
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What’s New 


edited by 
Carrie Crompton 


The Litel Renaissance & Medieval Faque 
Booke: Kitchen Musician The 13th * Sara 
Lee Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, 
Cincinnati, OH 45215 (book) A collec- 
tion of 21 very old dance tunes arranged 
as solos or duets for melody instruments 
with guitar chords and good provenance 
information. Recommended for musi- 
cians performing in Renaissance fairs. 
Includes tunes from the Fitzwilliam Vir- 
ginal Book and Playford’s Dancing Mas- 
ter, as well as a number of Breton 
dances and the Flemish Bear Dance. 


Alman * Sara Lee Johnson (cassette) A 
tape to accompany the above-men- 
tioned book, with Sara playing melody 
lines on hammered dulcimer. She is 
accompanied by Maynard Johnson 
playing cittern, Spanish laud, tin whis- 
tles and keyboard. 


| Bill Spence 


and 

Fennig’s 
FRONT All-Star 
BALL 


Now on Cassette and CD: 


Double Dulcimer Delights: A Traditional 
Christmas Celebration * Barb Dutton and 
Family (409) 740-1019 (cassette) Barba 
and Sue Dutton play two hammered 
dulcimers made by Fred Dutton on this 
recording of well-known carols: Jingle 
Bells, We Three Kings, Joy to the 
World, Silent Night. 


Jigs ¢ Sara Lee Johnson, 449 Hidden 
Valley Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45215 
(tape) Twenty-seven selections from The 
Kitchen Musician’s Occasional No. 6, 
performed 3 times each at a moderate 
tempo. Is that a hammered dulcimer or 
a synthesizer on the melody line? 


Under the Waterfall * Joyfull Strings, 
14618 Tyler Foote Road, Nevada City, 
CA 95959 (CD, cassette) Traditional 
American fiddle tunes and originals on 
hammered dulcimer by Tim Krentz- 
mann and Rick Toles, with autoharp, 
bass, guitar, fiddle and pennywhistle. 
Midnight On The Water, Angeline The 
Baker, The Rights of Man. 


String Band 


“The Hammered Dulcimer Returns” 4 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 
or CALL: 518/765-4193 
10am-6pm Mon-Fri ¢ 10am-3pm Saturday (EST) 


Fax: 518-765-4344 © Orders: 800-759-1775 © E-Maik fennig@aol.com 


PO Box 307, Voorheesville, NY 12186 


"TOM BAEHR cenainly has a vision of the potential of the [fretted] dulcimer.” — Jeff Doty, 


Dulcimer Players News, Winter 1991. 


l 
+ An Inhabited Garden 


Real-Time Cassette of 15 fingerpicked dulcimer soles, including All in a Garden Green, Soldiers March, Morgan 


Magan, The Fogyy Dew. 


<< Also by Tom Baehr - Books for fretted dulcimer >> 


+ New Tunes / Old Friends ..........-----eeeeeeee 


$16)0'80 olois ale le\eles ai aieis'e\e:a/e,010]61s \ereieieis'e'alelelelaval siete $4.95 


19 Songs and Dances, including Old Joe Clark, Soldiers March, Wildwood Flower, Arkansas Traveler, Flop Eared 


Mule. 


+A Pleasant Addiction ...........:eeeeeeeee eens 


See e cece rere seccreresssceseesererserevee $5.95 


28 Dances and Songs, including Haste to the Wedding, Over the Waterfall, Rickett's Hompipe, All in a Garden Green, 


Tha Foggy Dew. 


Please add $1.50 postage and handling for first item, $.50 for each additional item. 
Hogfiddie Press, P.O. Box 2721, Woburn, MA 01888-1421 


Peace on Earth Lorraine and Bennett 
Hammond, Soundworks Unlimited, 
Box 329, Narragansett, RI 02882 (CD, 
cassette) Instrumental seasonal music 
on guitar, harp, dulcimer, whistle and 
flute. In The Bleak Midwinter, Bright- 
est and Best, Down in Yon Forest. 


Green and Pleasant Lands * Crofter’s 
Heir, Randy Kochel (717) 397-4828 
(CD, cassette) Dedicated to “the 
preservation of agricultural land, life- 
syle and the music that arises from a 
life in harmony with the earth,” this 
recording features traditional music of 
the British Isles performed by Randy 
Kochel on hammered dulcimer, key- 
boards, bowed psaltery, autoharp, and 
vocals, with John Dreibelbis on con- 
certina, tinwhistle, flute, tenor banjo 
and guitar; Doug Hostetler on guitars 
and vocals; Heide Csallner on fiddle; 
and Tommy Kochel on bodhran. The 
Butterfly, Haste To The Wedding, Cas- 
tle Kelly, The Ashgrove. 


Learn to Play Irish Music * Tom Parker, 
9135 Vinewood Drive, Dallas, TX 75228 
(book/cassette/CD) Thirteen well- 
known Irish tunes in standard notation 
with guitar chords. The tape, “recorded 
from MIDI music from a computer 
sequencer” presents each tune 4 times 
at different speeds for practice. Red- 
Haired Boy, Blackberry Blossom, Swal- 
lowtail Jig, Haste to the Wedding. 


The First 30 Years * Ellen Eades, 6800 
16th Ave. NE, Seattle, WA 98115 (CD, 
cassette) An eclectic collection of 
Latin-American, North-American and 
British tunes performed on a ham- 
mered dulcimer with dampers, with 
accordion, guitar, fiddle and bass 
accompaniment. La Palomita Blanca, 
Tristeza, Sweet Georgia Brown, Scul- 
ley’s Reel. 


The Great Shunga River * Jim Curley, 5th 
Gear Productions, PO Box 3406, 
Shawnee, KS 66203 (CD, cassette) 
Fretted dulcimer, musical saw and 
vocals by Jim Curley, with John Hart- 
ford, David Schnaufer, Kim Forehand 
and Scott Klamm, among others, assist- 
ing. Angeline De Baker, Oh Susanna, 


Morning Has Broken (on the saw), 
Whiskey Before Breakfast. A great col- 
lection of American tunes, played with 
natural authority and wit. 


Autumn Calling » Cliff Cole, 32 N. Sec- 
ond Street, Emmaus, PA 18049 (CD, 
cassette) Mostly original hammered 
dulcimer music by Cliff Cole performed 
by Cliff and his instrumental group, 
DayBreak. Cliff started out as a percus- 
sionist, and his melodies all have inter- 
esting rhythmic patterns. Wedding 
Bells, Early Autumn Sky, Changing 
Seasons, Frost Along the Bridle Path. 


Side By Each * The Woods Tea Co./Wiz- 
mak Productions, PO Box 477, Wing- 
dale, NY 12594 (CD, cassette) The Co. 
is: Rusty Jacobs, vocals, guitar, penny- 
whistle, bodhran and synthesizer; Mike 
Lussen, vocals, banjo, guitar and moun- 
tain dulcimer; Tom McKenzie, vocals, 
banjo, guitar, keyboards and hammered 
dulcimer; Donna Jacobs, vocals; Chris 
Layer, bassoon and bass; and Lee 
Blackwell, drums and guitar. A very tal- 
ented group! The recording is mostly 
vocals, original and traditional. April 
Wood, Irish Rain, Home Sweet Home. 


A Peaceful Storm: A Mountain Dulcimer 
Journey Through Songs & Instrumentals « 
Thomasina, Wizmak Productions, PO 
Box 477, Wingdale, NY 12594 (CD, cas- 
sette) Five original songs by Thomasina: 
Just Dance, All Because of You, Come 
Be Merry, A Peaceful Storm, and At 
Grandma’s House, as well as tradition- 
als: The Parting Glass, Amazing Grace. 


Early American Collection * Miller-Rowe 
Consort, Miller-Rowe Music, PO Box 
683, Spartansburg, SC 29304-0683 (CD, 
cassette) Dulcimer/classical guitar duets 
of British Isles and American tunes 
such as Soldier’s Joy, Fisher’s Horn- 
pipe, The Wind That Shakes The Bar- 
ley. The arrangements are pleasant, 
with a “classical” feel due to the near- 
equivalance of the two instruments. 


What Child ts This? * Miller-Rowe Con- 
sort, Miller-Rowe Music, PO Box 683, 
Spartansburg, SC 29304-0683 (CD, cas- 
sette) A Christmas album by the ham- 


mered dulcimer-classical guitar duo of 
Michael M. Miller and David L. Rowe. 
Ding Dong! Merrily On High, What 
Child is This?, I Saw Three Ships, 
Coventry Carol. 


And All Through The House * The Elk 
River Dulcimer and Old Tyme Music 
Co., 301 Cliff Drive, Branson, MO 
65616 (CD, cassette) Understated yet 
spirited renditions of traditional Christ- 
mas carols on fretted dulcimer, violin, 
autoharp and guitar. Deck The Halls, 
God Rest Ye Merry, Carol of the Birds. 


Purple Bamboo: Chinese Folk Melodies « 
Kim Murley, Small Planet Traditions, 
10210 Canton Center Road, Plymouth, 
MI 48170 (cassette) If you’re already 
familiar with Kim’s book of the same 
name (reviewed in DPN Vol 20 No. 1), 
you'll want to order this tape to hear 
how Kim plays the melodies—beautiful- 
ly!—in arrangements both simple and 
complex. If you don’t already have the 
book, order both book and tape for a 
wonderful introduction to Chinese yang 
qin music. 


Pleasant Ohio: Songs of Ghio’s History 
accompanied by Mountain Dulcimer * Eliz- 
abeth Anne Salt, 642 Mallard Drive, 
Westerville, OH 43082 (cassette.) The 
companion tape to Buckeye Heritage: 
Ohio’s History in Song (published in 
1992). Elizabeth sings half of the 30 
songs in her book, accompanying her- 
self on the mountain dulcimer. Iroquois 
Lullaby, Pleasant Ohio, Shawneetown, 
The Hills of Ohio. 


Index To Tunes for Hammered Dulcimer: 
First Edition * Compiled by Anita Baker 
Sherman, 6234 Flodden Drive, Mem- 
phis, TN 38119 (book) For hammered 
dulcimer players who want to compare 
alternative published arrangements of 
tunes like Arkansas Traveler, the Ash- 
grove, Blackberry Blossom or Buffalo 
Gals; or who want to find arrangements 
of more unusual tunes like Ad Mortem 
Festinamus or Bob Spinner’s Russian 
Waltz, this 32-page book provides an 
alphabetical index by tune title, encom- 
passing all the arrangements in the 
Kitchen Musician series, as well as 
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books by Karen Ashbrook, Linda Lowe 
Thompson, Paul Van Arsdale, Maggie 
Sansone, Walt Michael and others. 


Calico Moon * Nonesuch, 2053 NW 2ist, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73106 (cassette) 
Jacque Rapp plays hammered dulcimer, 
piano and autoharp, and Neil Gaston 
plays mountain dulcimer with Jackie 
Smith on guitar and Ian Bittle on 
melodon, mandolin, cittern, banjo and 
bodhran on this recording of mostly 
obscure but lovely tunes from around 
the world. The Boy from Karelia 
(Finnish), LaCotulea (Mexican), Nail 
That Catfish To A Tree (Steve Rosen.) 


Strictly Traditional ¢ Bill & Paul, Paul 
Van Aresdale, 1286 Doebler Dr., 
Tonawanda, NY 14120 (cassette) Paul 
Van Arsdale and Bill Robinson both 
learned to play the hammered dulcimer 
from family members, Paul from his 
grandfather Jessie Martin and Bill from 
his father Ross Robinson who learned 
from his mother Emma Van Fossen 
Robinson. This is a recording of the old 
tunes they learned and want to pass on. 
Accompaniments by Merle Lawson, Jill 
Stargardt and Sterling Wilson. Green 
Corn, Crooked Capers, Quit Kickin’ My 
Dog, Fox In The Henhouse. 


Cold Frosty Morning * Katie LaRaye 
Waldren, Native Ground Music, 109 
Bell Road, Asheville, NC 28805 (CD, 
cassette) * See Review this Issue 


North Country Christmas * Stan Ransom 
and Marne O’shae, The Connecticut 
Peddlar, 39 Broad Street, Plattsburgh, 
NY 12901 * See Review this Issue 


Fireside Christmas ¢ The Wildwood Dul- 
cimers, PO. Box 7408, Kingsport, TN 
37664 ° See Review this Issue. 


Songs of the Covenant * Bonnie White- 
hurst, Caryl-Hurst Music, 1433 S. Ft. 
Harrison Ave., Clearwater, FL 34616 © 
See Review this Issue ES 


Classified ads are 45¢ per word, payable 
in advance. There is a 20% discount for 
pre-paid (4 issues) classified ads run- 
ning unchanged in 4 or more consecu- 
tive issues. 

Finely Designed Hand-Crafted Folk 
Toys. Limber Jack, Dog, Pony, 
Bear, Frog, Rooster, Lamb, 
Unicorn and Dinosaur. $12.95 
each includes shipping. Jean’s 
Dulcimer Shop, P.O. Box 8, 
Cosby, TN 37722. 


Kitchen Musician: New album! 
Crossing to Ireland, all instru- 
mental hammer dulcimer (Sara 
Johnson) and harp (Nancy Bick 
Clark) album of beautiful Celtic 
airs and melodies, on cassette 
and CD. Also: Kitchen Musi- 
cian’s Occasionals for Hammer 
Dulcimer: Booklets in standard 
notation, some with tablature. 
#1 Waltzes; #2 Old Timey Fid- 
dle Tunes; #3 O’Carolan Tunes; 
#4 Fine Tunes, 32 standards; #5 
Mostly Irish Airs; #6 Jigs; #7 
Michigan Tunes; #8 Twenty- 
Eight Country Dances; #9 
Favourite Scotch Measures; #10 
Airs and Melodies of Scotland’s 
Past; #11 Christmas Carols, 20 
common carols; #12 Classical 
Dulcimer Duets; #13 Renais- 
sance and Medaeival Booke. 
Learning tapes to accompany 
Kitchen Musician’s Hammer 
Dulcimer books: Tape #3 
O’Carolan Tunes; Tape #4 Fine 
Tunes; Tape #5 Irish Airs; #6 
Jigs; Tape #12 Classical Dul- 
cimer Duets. New Tape: Alman, 
cassette tape of medieval and 
renaissance tunes for hammer 
dulcimer and other instruments 
(contains all the tunes from KM 
#13). All Tapes $9.00, CDs 
$15.00, Books $5.00. Add $1.00 
postage for one item, 40 cents 
each additional. Sara Johnson, 
449 Hidden Valley Lane, Cincin- 
nati, OH 45215. 


Note-Ably Yours: Mail order for 
books, records, cassettes, videos, 
musical gifts, jewelry, stationery, 
folk instruments. Vast Celtic and 
folk harp music inventory. Call 
for free catalog, 513/845-8232. 
Note-Ably Yours, 6865 Scarff 
Road, New Carlisle, OH 45344. 


Classifieds 


Shady Grove: New release by 
Scott Klamm, Kansas Mountain 
Dulcimer Champion. Folksy 
arrangements for dulcimer, 
autoharp, guitars, “diddley 
bow”, saw, and more. 900 Miles, 
Walkin’ Cane, Amazing Grace, 
plus originals. Cass. $11.50, CD 
$16.50 postpaid. Klammshell 
Productions, 3812 Mercier, 
Kansas City, MO 64111. 


When the Snow Lay Round About, a 
Christmas album featuring 
Tabby Finch on hammer dul- 
cimer and Celtic harp, with Seth 
Austen on guitar. Now available 
on both CD & cassette. Beauti- 
ful, ancient carols from many 
lands plus some lovely recent 
compositions, and an O’Carolan 
piece. Send $15 (CD)/$10 (CS) 
plus $1.50 S/H to Finch Music, 
PO. Box 336, Round Hill, VA 
22141. 


For Sale: Lovely Edd Presnell 
dulcimer in mint condition. 
#612 dated November 1968. 
$850, firm price. Call 609/494- 
7907. 


Dulcimer Essentials covers care of 
& learning the basics for ham- 
mered dulcimer, accessories, 
sources, reading music, more. $8 
postpaid. also lessons by mail. 
Gail Schwandt, 427 N. Line St., 
Chesaning, MI 48616. 


Subscribe Now to our monthly 
used and vintage instrument list 
with hundreds of quality instru- 
ments at down-to-earth prices. 
$12.00/year ($25.00 overseas). 
Current issue free on request. 
Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. 
Washington, POB 14210-DZ27, 
Lansing, MI 48901. 517/372- 
7890. 


Dulci-duster! The best clean-up 
for your dulcimer! These feath- 
ers get right under strings. $8.50 
ppd. Fishbite Recordings, Box 
280632, San Francisco, CA 
94128-0632. 


Sing Out! The Folk Song Magazine: 
Sharing Songs Since 1950. Sing 
Out! provides a diverse and 
entertaining selection of tradi- 
tional and contemporary folk 
music. Quarterly issues contain 
20 songs, over 100 pages, feature 
articles, interviews, record and 
book reviews, instrumental 
“teach-ins,” Plus columns by 
Pete Seeger and Ian Robb. $18 


(1 yr.) $32.50 (2 yrs.) $45 (3 yrs.) 


Sustaining Membership: $30, 
$50 or $100/yr. Sing Out! Box 
5253-D, Bethlehem, PA 18015. 


Deering, Stelling, Martin, Dusty 
Strings, Breedlove, Goodall, 
National, Larrivee, Gibson, 
Dobro, Flatiron, Guild, Blue 
Lion, Rich & Taylor, Collings, 
Santa Cruz - Find out why we’re 
the world’s largest fretted 
instruments store. Free discount 
catalog. Elderly Instruments, 
1100 N. Washington, POB 
14210-DZ27, Lansing, MI 
48901. 517/372-7890. 


Out of My Mind! Check out Janna 
Franklin’s premiere book of dul- 
cimer music, Twenty all-original 
solos ranging from easy to 
advanced, offering a variety of 
moods and styles. $7.50 post- 
paid. Janna Franklin, 4500 Wise 
Rd., Jonesville, MI 49250-9442. 


Cimbafoms: Chromatic ham- 
mered dulcimer with damper 
pedal. Alex Udvary, 2115 W. 
Warner, Chicago, Illinois 60618. 


Leather Mt. Dutcimer straps, 
reg/long. No metal to scratch 
your dulcimer. $12.95/$14.95 
ppd. Home Studio, 713 Locust 
Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401. 


Noter & Quill. Revised 1995. 
Instructions and 39 traditional 
dulcimer tunes in Southwestern 
Virginia (Galax) style. Noter, 
quill, & capo provided. $12 post- 
paid. Mary Mason, 151 Sweet- 
water Hills Dr., Hendersonville, 
NC 28791. 


The Bowed Psaltery Instruction 
And Song Book, by Jean Schilling. 
Beginners’ playing instructions, 
care of the psaltery and bow, 
tuning, string replacement, and 
seventy-six songs, with chords— 
American, English,Scottish, and 
Irish favorites, hymns, carols, 
and O’Carolan tunes. $12.95 
postpaid from Crying Creek 
Publishers, P.O. Box 8, Cosby, 
TN 37722. 


Autoharp Quarterly: the only mag- 
azine bringing you everything 
about the autoharp world. 44 
pages of articles, lessons, events, 
music, and more. Subscribers 
enjoy 10% discount on mer- 
chandise offered in the AQ 
Market Place. Four issues/first- 
class mail, $18 in U.S.; Canada 
$20(US). Send check to Auto- 
harp Quarterly, PO Box A, 
Newport, PA 17074. 


Instrument Bultders: Our respect- 
ed quarterly journal American 
Lutherie is entirely devoted to 
building and repairing dul- 
cimers, guitars, mandolins, lutes, 
violins, and other string instru- 
ments. We also have instrument 
plans including a hammer dul- 
cimer. Write for complete info, 
or send $36 for membership. 
GAL, 8222 S. Park, Tacoma, WA 
98408. 


Instructional books, videos, cas- 
settes, and much more. Free dis- 
count catalogs. Elderly 
Instruments, 1100 N. Washing- 
ton, POB 14210-DZ27, Lansing, 
MI 48901. 517/372-7890. 


Electronic Tuners. Korg AT2: $55. 
Zenon Chromatina: $75. Exac- 
to-EX4;: $45. Tuner Clip: $18. 
(Shipping $4). Catalog: Folk 
harps, kits, dulcimers, bagpipes, 
bodhrans, concertinas, psalter- 
ies. Song of the Sea, 47 West St., 
Bar Harbor, Maine 04609. 
207/288-5653. 


For Safe: (1) Dusty Strings D-500 
fully chromatic, dampers, tripod, 
case, $1700/best. (2) Dan Dug- 
gan 18/17, pick-up, case, 
$1300/best. Janet Parkerson, 
1216 Willow St., San Diego, CA 
92106. 


Compact Discs, Cassettes, LPs, 
Videos! New free discount cata- 
log with over 10,000 titles. Blue- 
grass, folk, blues, jazz, old time 
country, and much more listed 
by category of music and by 
artist. Elderly Instruments,1100 
N. Washington, POB 14210- 
DZ27, Lansing, MI 48901. 
§17/372-7890. 


0 Come Sing (Songs for the Sea- 
sons of Life). Cassette album by 
Clare Wettemann featuring 
psaltery (Robert Beers type). 
Includes Dumbarton’s Drums, 
Copper Kettle, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and ten other contem- 
porary and traditional songs. 
$10.95 postpaid. RR 1, Box 83, 
Jordanville, NY 13361-9611. 


ROOTS & BRA 


New! You Can Teach Yourself Hammered Dulcimer 


by Madeline MacNeil * Mel Bay Publications * Book, $9.95 Video, $29.95 * Cassette Tape, $10 bd CD, $15 
Guidance for beginning (where to find the notes on the instrument and what to do when you find them) to intermediate ham- 
mered dulcimer players (harmony, back-up playing). The twenty-five tunes and arrangements include Golden Slippers, 

The Lark In The Clear Air, My Own House, Star Of The County Down, and Jesu Joy Of Man’s Desiring. 


New! You Can Teach Yourself Dulcimer ¢ The Video 
by Madeline MacNeil * $29.95 


This video accompanies the book and cassette tape that have helped many a mountain dulcimer player get started. 


New! Al/ Through The Night 
by Madeline MacNeil CD, $15 © Cassette Tape, $10 
Hymns and songs of eventide with hammered dulcimer, fretted dulcimer, guitar, 


cello, flute, harp, and voice. 


A catalog of other recordings by Madeline MacNeil is available. Shipping: $2 for one item; 50¢ for each addi- of 
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Subscription copies mailed on or before October 10. 


Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 11/1/1995, that means your subscription ends with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming 
without interruption, send us your renewal before January 1, 1996. Labels dated 1/1/1996 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


Mc Spadden 


MOUNTAIN DULCIME RS 


Quality & Affordability Since 1962 
Dealers Welcome + Catalog $1.50 


"CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS" 


8 out of 11 recent national mountain dulcimer 
champions performed on McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


P.O. Box 1230, Dept. DPN, Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 » 501/269/4313 + Fax 501/269/5283 


